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VenaB_es Names ae ee 


Rejuvenated Goran Lozanovski. 


matches in Saudi Arabia). 

One player who must be thinking | 
about his football career is Damian) 
Mori, second top scorer in the] 
Ericsson Cup so far this year. The} 
Adelaide City striker has been over- 
looked for selection despite being on/ 
fire in the goal scoring charts. What 
more is he expected to do? \ 

Admittedly, it’s good to see so} 
many players who will gain a lot of 
experience, in the squad for these 
games, but it could work in reverse. A 
run of bad results could demoralise 
those taking part and have an adverse 
affect on the national side in the com- 


erry Venables, who flew into — 
Australia late last night, 
‘announced his squad last 
‘Thursday, live yia satellite from 
England, to face Chile, South 

orea and Japan in the Optus 
World Series next month. 

After so many recent international 
matches Venables has picked players 
only from Ericsson Cup sides (with 
he exception of Japan-based Matt 
Bingley), thus pleasing those who 
moan about the professionals playing 
joverseas, 

Also included in the squad are four 
mew caps: Bill Damianos (South 
Melbourne), Brett Emerton (Syd 
Olympic), Paul Bilokapic (Sydney 


ears, 
Having said 


. this is an Opportu- 


| Squad details on 
Page 4 


he will get a game} 
Ithis time (he was the 
only player to mis: 
jout in 


nited) and Troy Halpin (Perth to show the manager they can 
G . Congratulations to the boys i place in 
Hfor playing consistently enough to the starting 
warrant selection Many more whether 

There are recalls for.defender Terry Vena jain as the 
Dominic Longo tional tea his contract 
(Marconi Fairfield){— — See r this year, | 
jand iker John} jor, as has been 
Markovsk rumoured these past 
(Carlton), but Paull QP \few weeks. will he be] 
jfrimboli another} a |discussing a possible! 
from South & f early release to take up 
Melbourne, must be} la new post elsewhere? 
wondering whether| | 


John Markovski — Recalled. 
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lew boy — Troy Halpin. 


® ABSW 


GLORY’S INTERNATIONAL 
CLASS SQUAD 


By Richard Kreider 


rth Glory’s stature in 

the World Game will 

be confirmed over the 

coming weeks with players 

heading off to three 

different countries for 
international duty. 

Midfield masters Ernie 
Tapai and new signing Troy 
Halpin have both been 
selected for Australia in the 
Optus World Series, and ace 
striker Bobby Despotovski 
has been placed on the stand- 
by list. 

Another _ midfielder, 
Michael Garcia, arrived at the 
Cumberland Institute of Sport 
in NSW yesterday (Monday), 
for a Sydney 2000 training 
camp with the Olyroos, 


By Dane Skafte 


WARREN SPINK 
TO THE 
RESCUE? 


mer Newcastle striker, 

Warren Spink, was 
targeted last week as a 
potential saviour for his 
former club, 

Tt was hoped that Spink, 
currently playing in 
Singapore, would be able to 
sign for the Breakers on a six- 


[14 sossssin 


Rising Stars 
Match Reports 
see Results/Tables 
eecseeeeneMateh Reports 


12 & 13...Young Guns Susdel 


Troy Halpin: Glory’s new signing is in Venables’ 
squad. 


game guest contract. 

Spink finished in the 
National League as the equal 
“second top’ goalscorer before 
departing overseas in 1994. 


MYSTERY 
GROUP IN SALE 
BID 


ewcastle Topper 

Breakers Chairman Bill 
Collins admitted last week 
that the club’s Board of 
Directors would look closely 
at an offer to purchase the 
team. The offer is by a 


mystery group unknown fo 
the Breakers. 


directors will be discussing 
whether they want to sell or if 
it is in the best interests of the 
club to sell. 


BREAKERS SIGN 
QUEENSLANDER 


n a more positive note, 

the embattled Breakers, 
who are currently 
languishing at the bottom of 
the Ericsson Cup ladder, 
announced last Friday night 
they had signed former 
Brisbane Strikers player 
Reece Tollenaere, who will 
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‘and British Soccer Weekly is copyright: 


and reproduction in any form whatsoever 
iscxprestly forbidden without he writen 


Meanwhile rugged 
defenders Danny Hay and 
Gavin Wilkinson are returning 
to New Zealand to represent 
their country in a friendly 
match in Auckland against 
Chile, on February 4, and 
Samson Siasia has been 
recalled to the Nigerian 
national side who take on Iran 
in Hong Kong next week. 

“There is now a possibility 
that Glory could supply a 
player for World Cup Finals, 
in Samson Siasia, and at least 
one for the Sydney 
Olympics,” Perth General 
Manager Roger Lefort 
commented. 

“The selection of Troy 
Halpin also sends a message 
to top class players that the 
place to be noticed is playing 
in Perth, in front of the 


remain on loan for the rest 
of the season. 

‘The 21-year old striker was 
in the Australian U/20 ‘train- 
on’ squad for last year’s 
World Youth Cup, along with 
Newcastle's Clayton Zane. 


STRENGTHEN 
SQUAD, SAYS 
HILL 


loccer Australia (SA) 
Chairman David Hill 
could not guarantee the 
Newcastle Breakers would 


Ericsson Cup's 
crowds,” he added. 
“Glory congratulates all of 
its international repres- 
entatives and the club is 
confident that others will 
follow,” he concluded, 


biggest 


Terry Venables 


‘competition. 

He also admitted that it was 
gbvious Newcastle needed to 
strengthen its squad if they are 
to be competitive. 

SA has yet to decide if the 
competition would expand 
from 14 to 16 clubs. 

“Newcastle has struggled 

all season but one thing they 
have in their favour is plenty 
‘of community support,” said 
Hill, 
He continued: “When the 
time comes, we will look at 
the battling clubs and make a 
decision on the future.” 


bea iss of the 1998/99 


David Hill: Cannot guarantee Newcastle’s future. 


FOUR NATION 


Kick-off: 8.00pm 


Date: 
Venue: 
Kick-off: 7.30pm 


Date: 
Venue: 
Kick-off: 7.30pm 


DATE 


Socceroos -v- Chile 
Saturday, February 7, -1998 
Olympic Park, Melbourne 


Socceroos -v- South Korea 
Wednesday, February 11, 
Sydney Football Stadium 


Socceroos -v- Japan 
Sunday, February 15, 1998 
Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 


1998 


GLADESVILLE UTD 
NSW 
FEDERATION 


DIVISION 2 | 
TRIALS/TRAINING 
Under 18 and Under 21 | 


Westminister Park, cnr Ryde and 
Westminster Rds, Gladesville. 


Commencing at 6.00pm 
Further Details Coutact 
U18S: eddie 98095297 or 
015202155 
U21S: tony 98170727 & 
0413940760 


ist Grade players interested Contact 
andrew 91812856 for information 


BELMORE HERCULES 
SOCCER CLUB 


is conducting trials 
Date 28/1/98 & 30/1/98 
at 


TEMPE RESERVE 


TIME 7.00PM 
For FURTHER DATES & VENUE PLEASE RING 
Coacu: Eowarpo MoERBECK 


0417 238 264 


Manacer: Curis Bouzanis 


0412 290 546 


PLAYERS WANTED FOR 
First GrAbE U21s-U18s 


Belmore Hercules is currently in the 
First Division of the 


NSW Soccer Federation 
NEW & OLD PLAYERS WELCOME 


Jusr Fit In Toe Couron 
BELow AND HAND It To Your 
Can THEN 
SULAR Copy For 


At THE Usual ADDRESS 
(SEE LEFT) 


By John Economos 


Adelaide City’s young 

boss, is seething with 
anger towards a local Soccer 
journo (as in a South 
Australian), 

The particular scribe 
apparently of late has been 
doing far from what one 
would call the right thing. 

The Black and Whites 
coach and former 
international striker has been 
able to trace right to the said 
Soccer journo’s front door, 
that he has been spreading a 
vicious rumour about him 
which plainly and simply is 
totally untrue, 


Ji NYSKOHUS, 


‘The ‘mystery Korean’ is a 
31-year old, who has already 
played in the J-League and in 
his career of 300 odd senior 
games has scored more than 
120 goals, 

Understandably the tough- 
as-teak Matic is reluctant to 
disclose any information at all 
until he has signed, sealed and 
delivered to Marconi Stadium 
the four targeted players. 


ae 


BS-TV, the Soccer 
Super Channel, has 
this month brought 
forward its ‘On The Ball’ 
preview of the Ericsson 
League from its usual time- 
slot on Sunday mornings at 


7 


Johnny Nyskohus: The Black and Whites’ angry 
coach. 


‘The rumour within a day or 
two quickly spread right 
across Adelaide like a bush- 
fire last week. 

Tn essence the rumour was 
along the lines that a physical 
clash had ignited between 
Nyskohus and one of his 
players from his squad and 
that in fact that was the reason 
why the ‘mystery’ player is no 
longer in the first XI. 

“Totally untrue and I'm 
quite hostile about it I can 
assure you. 

“If the press ever wanted 
anything from me I have 
always accommodated, 

“This particular character 
started this vicious story, 
specifically to unsettle my 
position within our Club. 

“And before you know it, it 
has spread like fire right 
across Adelaide, 

“T know who it is, (and of 
course so does ‘Good Oil’), 
and I'll be taking action. 

“Then we'll sce whose 
telling the truth,” Nyskohus 
threatened last night. 


eae 


‘ARCONI’s head- 

coach Zoran Matic 

in the very near 
future is expected to make 
no less than four new snap 
signings and possibly unload 
a member or two of his 
current squad. 

Two of the signings are 
already playing in the 
Ericsson League; one is a very 
talented striker and the other 
is a robust and hard running 
attacking right midfielder. 

The third ‘secret’ signing is 
a very exciting 17-year old 
giant sweeper, 

Last but not least is yet 
another Korean import, a 
striker. 


11.30am, to form part of 
Friday night’s ‘Toyota 
Sports’ program screened at 
7pm. 

As well, the ‘Toyota 
Sports’ half hour program, 
which is invariably hosted by 
polished presenter Les 
Murray, in previous years 
went to air five days a week. 

However from the middle 
of January, this most 
comprehensive sports program 
has expanded its screenings to 
seven days a week at the static 
time of 7pm. 


eee 


AUL BLANCO and 
his assistant Les 
cheinflug yesterday 


(Monday) assembled 

Australia’s new Olympic 

squad at the A.LS. in 

Canberra for a full week’s 
ig Conap, 

Blanco’s urgent preparation 
of the Olympic squad is for 
the three coming exhibition 
matches in March against the 
touring Brazilian Olympic 
squad. 


eae 


Zoran Matic: 
head-coach set on four 
new signings. 


RITICAL financial 

turmoil has finally 

struck an Ericsson 
League club which has seen 
its playing staff drastically 
fall behind in being paid its 
signing and playing fees for 
the last two months. 

“Good Oil’ believes that the 
total cash-shortage has now 
escalated to the unbearable, if 
not fatal, 400 ‘kilo’ level. 

Nothing but an immediate, 
drastic, and substantial cash- 
injection can save the Club 
which could see its entire 
playing staff automatically 
released as eligible ‘free- 
agents’ within the next few 
days. 


polished 
presenter/producer. 


It’s believe that the Club's 
head coach is at his wits end 
in keeping his players’ morale 
up and frustrations at bay. 

‘Good Oil’ somehow 
firmly believes that its almost 
the sole responsibility of the 
Ericsson League to come in 
with an immediate ‘rescue- 
package’. 

This Club in question finds 
itself under such disastrous: 
financial ruin stemming 
purely through being forced 
during the off-season to 
strictly adhere to certain 
threatening guidelines firmly 
laid down by Soccer Australia 
to ‘ensure its existence’ in the 
League. 

In fact such strict 
guidelines have ensured the 
exact opposite. 

‘The Club is unpopular with 
the supporters, the president is 
expected to stand down in the 
very near future (days in fact) 
and hand over the reins to an 
innocent fellow director. 

Like handing him two 
tickets for a summer cruise on 
the ‘Lusitania’. 


aan 


Raul Blanco: Australia’s 
Olympic Games coach. 


LAN VEST, who this 
season piloted the 
Sarawak Club to its 
first ever championship in 
the professional Malaysian 
National Soccer League, has 
been back in Perth on 
holidays since Christmas 
Eve. 
The rested Vest, a former 
tenacious Kiwi World Cup 
midfielder, originally came to 


Australia to build up and 
guide a powerful Newcastle 
K.B. United side into the 
Phillips National League 
during the late 70s. 

The —hard-taskmaster 
returns to Kuching, (the 
capital of Sarawak), February 
7 to commence pre-season 
training to defend his precious 
title in the new Malaysian 
season, which kicks off on 
April 4. 

It’s expected that Vest 
could return to Australia 
(possibly the Gold Coast) 
early next month with his 
entire Sarawaki squad for pre- 
training as well as play some 
friendlies against local sides. 

FAM (Football Association 
of Malaysia) has scheduled 
Sarawak to play Cup Winners 
Selengor for the Charity 
Shield on March 28. 


MA 


S SEAN BABI 


Having coached Sarawak 
for seven consecutive and 
durable years, “Good Oil’ 
believes that this could be 
Vest’s last year in Malaysian 
Soccer, yearning and eager to 
retum to the Australian scene. 


aon 


NE particular high- 
profiled club early 

last week received a 

fax from another Ericsson 
League club, requesting 
permission to speak to both 
its wingbacks plus a striker 
regarding terms next season. 

Fine. All within the new 
regulations. 

Unfortunately what is 
totally NOT fine, was the fact 
the requesting fax was in fact 
signed by a former Director of 
the first club. 


Alan Vest: Malaysia's League champion coach. 


ZORAN MATIC — 


Drsudly Seousned by BRESCIA FURNITURE 


ree 


Damian Mori: Shooting for the lead, and soon. 


“Have these people no 
morals or ethics whatsoever?” 
the Club’s vice-president 
posed to "Good Oil’. 

Apparently not. In this 
particular case, most certainly 
nol. 


eae 


AMIAN MORI last 
Sunday at the 
Parramatta Stadium 


scored yet another cracker 
of a goal, in fact the vital 
winner over Sydney United. 

This goal has edged Mori 
even closer to the League's 
top scorer Pablo Cardozo. 

The Sharks’ striker 
Cardozo, who departed from 
our shores two weeks ago to 


RCONI STADIUM 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 
wee 


KICK OFF — 7.00 Pm 
EARLY GAME — 5 


.00 PM 


link up with Rapid Vienna in 
the Austrian first division, still 
leads the League with 13 
goals. 

But the powerful “Black 
and Whites’ marksman Mori 
hhas now zipped in 12 and it’s 
almost certain that it will soon 
just be a mere formality 
before he leapfrogs Cardozo 
to grab the lead, 

Meanwhile Wollongong 
City’s mobile left-footer Scott 
Chipperfield is two goals 
behind Mori in third spot, with 
Souths’ stylish Paul Trimboli 
with eight, locked into fourth 
spot jointly with Abbas Saad 
(United) and — Sydney 
COlympic’s Norman Tome. 
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FOUR NATION PLAYER STATS 


PUUMN 15/4411 s:CUCSC eee eee 


A. NARAHASHI 
Position: Defender 
Do 


D.0.B: 0.0.8: 20.473 
Club: Gamba Osaka Club: Shimizu S-Pulse 


Y. KAWAGUCHI E. NAKANISHI 
Position: Goalkeeper Position: Defender 
D.0.B: 158.75 D.0.B: 23.6.73 

Club: Yokohama Marinos: Club: JEF United Ichihara 


S$. NARAZAKI H. SUZUKI 
Position: Goalkeeper Position: Defender 
D.O.B: 15.4.76 D.O.B: 3.10.74 
Club: Yokohama Flugels Cub Jub twata 


M.IHARA T. KITAZAWA 
Position: Midfielder 
D.O.B: 10.8.68 

Club: Verdy Kawasaki 


M. YAMAGUCHI 


Position: Midfielder 
0.0.8: 6.9.69 D.O.B: 29.1.69 
‘Club; Yokohama Marinos Club: Yokohama Flugels 


Y. AKITA Y.HONDA 
Position: Defender Position: Midfielder 
D.O.B: 6.8.70 


D.O.B: 25.6.69 
Club: Kashima Antlers Club: Kashima Antlers: 


H. MORISHIMA 
Position: Midfielder 


Position: Midfielder 
D.08: 28.11.72 
Club: Jubilo Iwata 


M. NAKAYAMA 
Position: Forward 
D.0.B: 23.9.67 

Club: Jubilo Iwata 


T. MASUDA W. LOPES 
Position: Midfielder 
D.O.B: 25.12.73 
Club; Koshima Antlers 


T. HIRANO 
Position: Midfielder 
D.O.B: 15.7.74 


Club: Adelaide City - : Ch Un = Club: Nagoya Grampus Eight 


5. 
Club: Urawa Red Diamonds 


Int, appearances: 57 ae 
Position: Forward [ KIM, HAK-CHOL LEE, SANG-YOON ] 
D.OB: 17.6.75 Postion: Defender Position: Midfielder 
Cider Bolimare Hiratsuka Club: Yokohama Marinos OB: 4.11.72 DO. 69 
\c Club: Sangmoo, Army Club: Chunan tihwa 
S. NAKAMURA A. YANAGISAWA 
Position: Midfielder || Kim, TAE-YOUNG YANG, HYUN-JUNG, 
D.0.B: 246.78 0.8: Position: Defender Position: Midfielder } 
Club: Yokohama Marinos ——_Ciub: Kashima Antlers 0.0.8: 8.11.70 D.O.B: 257.77 
Club: Chunnan Dragons Club: Dankook Univ. } 
K.MIURA 
Position: Forward CHOI, YOUNG-IL SIN, BYOUNG-HO 
D.0.B: 28.1.67 Position; Defender Position: Midfielder 
Club: Verdy Kawasaki D.0.B: 25.4.66 DOB: 264.77 
Club: Pusan Daewoo Club: Koonkook Univ. 
|| park, evuNG-soo SUNG, HAN.SOO 
|| Poston: Midtielder 
| Club: Hansung Univ. 
SEO, DONG-WON SUH, DONG-WON } 
Pealon: Millio 
4.8.75 | 
Chub: Taejon Giizens Club: Ulsan Hyundal | 
CHOI, YONG-SOO JIN, SOON-JIN 
Position: Striker Position: Striker | 
D.0.B: 109.73 
- Club: Sangmoo, Army 
cane Ulsan Hyundai } 
GWAK, KYUNG-KEUN LEE, MIN-SUNG 
CHO, SAE-KWON Position; Defender } 
Position: Defender D.0.B: 23.68.73 
0.0.8: 26.6.78 1} ciub: Punchon sk Club: Pusan Daewoo | 
Club: Korea Unive 
} 
| @ Five World Cup Finals appearances (1954, 1986, 1990, | 
4994, 1998) 
Best placing: First Round (1954, 1986, 1990, 1994) 
\° © Current World Ranking: 31 
st 
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‘EPIC EVENTS? 


ltockbroker and former Rugby Union 

fanatic Doug Symes has become the new 
Chairman of Wollongong City Wolves. 

The club was privatised recently and the 
seven man board have elected Symes to head 
“Epic Events’, the name of Wollongong’s 
consortium, . 

He told ABSW he became involved with 
soccer last summer after going along to 
Brandon Park for the first time. It was the home 
game against Sydney United, which attracted a 
crowd in excess of 10,000. “I became attracted 
by the atmosphere and the passion of the fans,” 
he said. 

“The fact that there were so many family 
groups at the game was also a feature. | have 
Kept going back and I’m looking forward to this 
new challenge.” 

Symes, and wife Jennifer, have gone as far 
as Perth and Brisbane to support the Wolves 
and he said he can see a big future for soccer in 
Wollongong. 

“We have a few minor details to iron out 
before we start officially. It is important that we 
enlist the aid of former chairman Brian 
Hastings. 

“He has been in that role for six years and 
his knowledge will be of great 
benefit to us. After all, we are 
virtually novices to this game. 

“There are many aspects of 
the club to look at, from 
finances to marketing and the 
juniors, a long list, but we are 
fortunate that there is a very 
Strong junior set-up in place, 

“Wollongong juniors are 
able to come right up from the 
U/13s to the senior squad, if 
they have the talent. 

“Some of our younger players are being 
recognised through selection into the Joeys, the 


young Socceroos and the Olyroos,” Symes 
stated. 

He said it had been important to the Wolves 
that they became privatised, the club had long 
been suffering financially and had faced a grim 
future, 

“We are now confident it will prosper but 
there is plenty of work to do. The season goes 
for about seven months and we must ensure we 
are active generating funds during the off- 
season, 

“Marketing is very important, particularly as 
we have been getting good crowds at Brandon 
Park this season and we have to build on that,” 
he added, 

Meantime, Symes also said he had been 
disturbed to learn soccer was not represented on 
the Wollongong Sportsground Trust, which was 
announced last week. He felt it was wrong that 
Rugby League and Basketball were represented 
while Soccer did not have a voice, 


DAVID WHO? 


t the start of the season, he was referred 
to as David Who? 

Now, David Huxley is one of the supporters 
favourite Wolves players. 

The young marker, who played with 
Parramatta during the winter, has 
won them over with some very 
strong performances, 

Looking very composed for his 
age, he has tangled with some of 
the top strikers in the league and 
come out on top. He gets through 
his defensive duties with a 
minimum of fuss and is pleased he- 
made the move to Wollongong. 

Coach Nick Theodorakopoulos 
watched Huxley play with 
Parramatta, in the NSW Super 
League, a number of times and has always had 
a very high opinion of him. 


Hl Westera 


Hammers On Mission Down Under 


next three years, with players 


By Richard Kreider as young as 13-years old. 
West Ham chief executive, 
fter last season’s Peter Storrie, and Youth Team 
dismal failure of coach, Tony Carr, visited 
using European big- Western Australia last Sunday 
name talent, English to look over their newly 


Premier League club West 
Ham United have changed 
tack and headed down- 
under to look for their 
players of the future. 

The common trend 
‘amongst most English clubs is 
to spend big on established 
players, and disregard their 
‘own youth policies, 

The Hammers however 
have gone against the grain 
and fielded youngsters, with 
great success, like Frank 
Lampard Jnr, Rio Ferdinand 
and Danny Williamson, 

Now they have decided to 
spread their talent net much 
wider and will be running two 
‘schools of excellence’ in 
Perth and Sydney over the 


adopted club Kingsway 
Olympic (who will now be 
known as Kingsway 
Hammers), under the director 
of coaching Gary Diable, 
prior to heading east to check 
out the Blacktown Hammers 
(nee City) set-up, which is run 
by Ken Schembri. 

Because the Kingsway club 
is only 20 kilometres north of 
Perth, the Lynwood Junior 
Soccer Club will be running 
the program south of the river 
and will, of course, be called 
Lynwood Hammers. 

“Premiership clubs are 
getting an increasing number 
of good players from 
Australia and we thought it 
made sense to get in at the 


junior level,” said Storrie. 

“The idea of a school of 
excellence came about two 
years ago when we were in 
Australia. Frank Lampard and 
I were sitting 
on the bench 
when we 
played WA 
and we were 
very im- 
pressed with 
the way Stan 
Lazaridis 
gave our 
defender Tim 
Breaker a torrid time, and 
thought it would be well 
worth taking a closer look at 
the Australian talent. 
Similarly with the African 
nations and America, soccer 
has improved out of sight in 
Australia and if the interest 
Continues to grow, they will 
become a significant force in 
the world game,” the chief 
‘executive stated. 


By Dwyght Tutfnell 


SCUD FIRES 
FOR SOCCER 


day after being 
knocked out of the 
Australian Open, 


Aussie tennis star Mark 
Philippoussis was helping 
the VSF launch the 1998 
Premier League season. 
Philippoussis, a big soccer 
fan, who has followed the 
game since he was five, is 
actually registered with 
Victorian state league club 
Yarrayille/Glen Eira. 


While the ‘Scud’s’ father 
is club President, Mark 
played for them recently in 
games against Lalor and 
Leros in the Hellenic Cup, 
scoring against Lalor. 

He also tumed out for the 
club in a friendly against 
Premier League side 
Heidelberg United. 

Although the Aussie 
tennis champion doesn’t 
have time to watch live 
games here, or when on 
tour, he still manages to 
keep in touch through 
television. 


Tis reported that another 
local Premier League club, 
Sorrento, are looking at 
starting a similar program 
with Derby County. 

Tony Carr is also confident 
that this innovation will work: 
“The purpose of this trip is for 
me to have a look at the set- 
up, the players that are 
involved, speak to the coaches 
and to give them a few ideas 
and encouragement.” 

“Now that we are in 
Australia, there 
is an easier route 
into the English 
Premier League 
for Australian 
Soccer talent, and 
in particular, 
West Ham 
United,” he said. 

The acting 
president of the 
Junior Soccer Association of 
WA, Steve Frater, is right 
behind the scheme: “It’s a 
great idea from a club 
perspective, and hopefully 
more clubs will do the same,” 
he said. 

“It is definitely a forward 
move in our game.” 

Ttis believed the West Ham 
club will be investing 
$475,000 in both Perth and 
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Mark Philippoussis: ‘The Scud’ is a huge soccer fan 
and a registered Victorian player who scored in the 
recent Hellenic Cup! 


“J watch heaps of soccer, 
in Europe particularly where 
it’s always on TV.” 

And will some people be 
lucky enough to see the 
‘Scud’ in action on the park 
in the near future ? 

“T'm hoping to play a few 
more games with them in a 
couple of months when I 
come back to Australia after 
some tournaments,” he 
added. 

The powerful Aussie 
tennis star would be a 
brilliant person to help 
market the game in this 
country, let’s hope he can be 
involved in some way in the 
not too distant future. Good 
luck from ABSW for the 
coming year on the tennis 
circuit Mark. 


Sydney. The Kingsway club 
has already given the 
Hammers an idea on its ability 
to produce future talent, since 
Stan Lazaridis began his 
career there, as did Perth 
Glory and Olyroo midfielder, 
Michael Garcia, his 16-year 
old brother Richard, who is 
already at Upton Park, and 
whom Storrie believes is 
tipped to be an outstanding 
prospect. 

16-year old Jamie Coyne is 
also having trials with the 
club and will link up with his 
20-year old brother, Chris. 

Apart from playing ability, 
another of the selection 
criteria is that only the 
youngsters who qualify for 
European passports will be 
able to train at West Ham's 
school of excellence. 

“This avoids work permit 
complications at a later 
stage,” said Storrie, who 
missed last Saturday's FA 
Cup clash between. the 
Hammers and Manchester 
City, the first game he has 
missed live in 22 years. 

“T was invited into the 
Foxtel studios who were 
showing the match so I didn’t 
miss out altogether,” he said. 


KNIGHTS TO 
SPREAD THE 
MESSAGE 


nights chairman 
David Galbally has 
said that the club 


will step up their plans to 


become more attractive to 
fans outside their traditional 
supporter base. ‘ 
Galbally, a prominent QC 
and former board member of 
AFL club Collingwood, will 
help the Knights in 


restructuring the club, 
“The Melbourne Knights 
in 1998, even more so than 
in previous years, are going | 
to take bigger steps forward 
in becoming a more 
multicultural club,” said 
Galbally. 
“They will also undertake 
a restructuring of the soccer 
club itself that will involve a 
changing of their image and 
a developing of a more 
marketable soccer club.” 
Changes planned are 
those to the finances and 
‘some changes at board level. 
Areas outside of soccer 
are also being looked at by 
the Knights. “You don't 
survive in a sporting 
competition by living on the 
income from the sport alone. 
“You have to have other 
areas that bring in the 
dollars so you can fund 
ground development and the 


purchase of players,” 
Galbally added. 
But it is making 


themselves more open to 
fans with no affiliation to 
other clubs that remains high 
on their priority list, 

“In order to survive in 
any competition you have to 
attract a far bigger group 
than just the one particular 
group. 

“The Knights have set 
about and wish to attract a 
broad base cultural group, 
young Australians and other 
cultural groups.” 

Galbally gave _ the 
example of the recent World 
Cup qualifier at the MCG to 
show soccer’s popularity 
and sees no reason why their 
can't be crowds of 
15-20,000 at all Ericsson 
Cup games. 

“Apart from the obvious 
improvements in facilities 
we should be able to get this 
sort of support, but it will 
take a lot of hard work.” 

The Knights should be 
commended for these 
initiatives. 


ARNCLIFFE 


SCOTS S.C. 


SECOND DIVISION 
TRIALS 
FOR 1998 


FIRST GRADE 


UNDER 21s 
UNDER 18s 
DATES: JAN 28, 30 FEB 2 ONWARDS 
WHERE: North Barton Park, 
West Botany Street 
ARNCLIFFE 


TIME: 7.00PM 


For Further information 
Contact Nick Naumovski 
9556 1797 
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YEAH BUT 
WHERE? 


Dear Sir, 

Tread in the Les Murray 
column, (13-1-98), and I 
quote: ‘So far, all Soccer 
Australia has done is wel- 
come clubs like Perth Glory, 
not coerce or tangibly encour. 
age others to follow its splen- 
did lead.’ 

‘The reason is that Mr Hill 
and Co. don’t want ethnic 
clubs to become a private 
business. They want them out 
of the Ericsson Cup. 

Soccer Australia are look- 
ing for the non-existent 5,000 


No more 
Sydney United 


Dear Sir, 

My husband and I travelled 
from Wollongong to 
Parramatta Stadium, for the 
second time, to watch Sydney 
United play Carlton on 
January 18, 

Our first visit was on 
December 21 to see them 
play Wollongong Wolves and 
on both occasions we were 
dismayed that a large group 


* of home supporters continual- 


ly yelled ‘Croatia, Croatia’ 
instead of Sydney United, 


This same group of ‘so 
called’ supporters disrupted 
the game by blowing whistles 
when the opposition, Carlton 
in this instance, were attack 
ing United's goal, 

This sort of behaviour 
should not be tolerated at any 
Sport, it ruins the game for 
both players and Spectators, 

We are loyal soccer fans 
and don’t mind travelling to 
Watch a good game of foot- 
ball but we will never return 
to Sydney United again! 

Secondly, to the soccer 
programs on SBS. The 
Ericsson Cup and ‘On The 
Ball’ programs are good 
ideas. The views about the 
future of football in Australia 
and the World Game are 
great. 

Thirdly, the sport must g0 
professional before the year 
2000, so that players do not 
have to go overseas to earn a 
decent living, 

The National Soccer 
League in Australia would be 
as strong as overseas compe- 
titions and people of all age 
groups would be interested in 
attending, 

The Ericsson Cup should 
be extended or have a ‘compe- 
tition whereby Australian 


6 --  AUSTRALIAN-AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 
: geo; T2 WAL — ¥ rg CVA 


number for verification. 


plus people per game for the 
new ‘Australian’ clubs, 
Perhaps they are out there 
somewhere, the country areas 
‘or coastal towns maybe? 
R. Marton 
St Marys, NSW. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 


AUSTRALIAN & 
British Socc: 


Short letters of abot 400 words will 


be given preference in this column. | 


Editor's note: 

In the film ‘Field of 
Dreams’, our hero is plagued 
by a recurring voice with the 
following message: “IF you 
build it, they will come,” Not 
much more to say on the sub- 
ject really. 


Dear Sir, 

‘The point made by M. Pospishil in ABSW, 
(13-1-98), that players of Croatian background 
are well represented in the NSL and Australian 
national sides, points directly to the great prob- 
lem facing Australian football: players of 
Anglo-Celtic backgrounds abandon the game in 
the pre-teen years, leaving it those of European 
and South American backgrounds to continue 
within it. 

Most of the players with Anglo-Celtic names 
are either British bom or are born in Australia 
Of parents from the British Isles, It would be 
quite strange if players of Greek, Italian of 
Yugoslav backgrounds did not dominate the 
game at the highest level here. 

While some young players switch to the 
Rugby codes or AFL, because they lack the 
skill to play real football, this is only a part of 
the explanation. The indisputable fact is that 
Soccer is shunned by the majority population of 
Australia, and always will be, while the sport is 
dominated by ethnic-based clubs, 

Itis anathema to most Australians to see 
Croatian or Greek (substitute whichever here), 
flags waved in the stands at matches, or the 
Scoring of a goal greeted by chants of ‘Croatia’ 
or ‘Hellas’ etc., and they will never follow the 
game while this continues, 

The choice is clear. Bither continue as the 


Club sides compete with over- 
Seas teams, as they have in 
Europe and South America, 

The proposed Auckland 
Kings, from New Zealand, 
would make soccer in their 
Country competitive and bring 
fresh new vibrant competition 
to Australia, 

Also, an Asian team, eg. 
Singapore, would be a good 
idea to bring into the ‘compe- 
tition, 

Please tell me why soccer 
is not advertised or televised 
‘more here in Australia? 

K. Demelim 
Mt. Warrigal, NSW. 


Editor's note: 

The game in Australia, 
with no offence intended, is 
still amateur, not just in 
design but in the standard of 
marketing and promotion 
(with perhaps the exception 
of Perth Glory). The reason it 
isn't advertised more often is 
quite simply that as all clubs 
are run as businesses, they 
must spend money where it 
Will do the most good, not on 
posters and cinema advertis- 
ing. 

it you want to reach the 
soccer public, you must 
advertise in their market, 
Lastly, soccer doesn't receive 


SYDNEY 


Dear Sir, 

What have they done to 
‘On The Ball"? How can we 
Promote the game here 
when we reduce its airtime 
toa mere twenty minutes? 

T urge ALL readers to 
please let SBS know how 
you feel about this! 

Now I would like to stim- 
ulate some thought on one 
aspect of the game here that 
has not had much discus- 
sion. I am referring to the 
Supporters, 

Tam constantly dismayed 
by the lack of passion and 
commitment from eastern 
State soccer fans in general. 
Where is the noise, colour and 
Spectacle at the matches? 

Watch the European soc- 
cer on Galaxy and SBS to 
See what I mean. The fans 
over there really get behind 
their teams, especially the 
Germans and Italians, 

OK, I realise we don't 
have the same cultural tradi- 
tion here that they have 
there, but perhaps some of 
you recent soccer migrants 
could show the locals how 
to do it? 

Yes it can be hard to get 
excited in a half empty sta- 
dium, but it only takes a few 


UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB 


the TV coverage it should for 
Some of the points you have 
outlined, and why more of the 
oft mentioned ‘mainstream’ 
Australians will not attend, 
For those who believe it is not 
still called ‘wog ball’, they 
liye in 2 world of their own 
and reality doesn’t visit very 
often. The fact remains, there 
are still only two places 
where you will get decent 
coverage of the sport in 
Australia — ABSW and SBS. 


after all. 
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The opinions expressed on this ‘Page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


THE GREAT PROBLEM 


NOT ON 
THE BALL 


motivated fans to group 
together at the grounds and 
the atmosphere is terrific 
which, in turn, helps to 
attract others. 


So throw off your apathy 
and inhibitions, join in and 
be innovative, hold your 
teams scarf above your head 
and sway from side-to-side, 
wave a flag (preferably not a 
nationalistic one. Ed), sing 
some soccer songs and GET 
INVOLVED, the game 
should be a fun experience 


Your stadiums don’t nec- 
essarily need huge crowds, 
like Perth Glory’s, to have a 
great atmosphere. It will 
happen, but only if you indi- 
vidually and collectively 
make the effort to contribute 


Dear Sir, 

T think SBS has done a 
tremendous job covering local 
Soccer over the years and they 
should be congratulated, but 
What they have done over the 
past three weeks is inexcus- 
able in my book. 

* ‘On The Ball’ has been off 
the air for that period of time, 
and for a sport that doesn’t 
Bet a lot of coverage in this 
Country it is poor treatment 
for the soccer fan who has 
supported this program and 
others relating to the local 
Scene at the station, 

Could Les Murray explain 
why SBS switched from 


number four football code inside these shores, 
with average NSL attendances of 5,000, or take 
the bold step of switching to regionally based 
teams and patiently building support among the 
‘ocal community. The success of Perth Glory 
will be difficult to emulate everywhere but it is 
worth a try. 

The ethnic-based clubs, and their supporters, 
did a great job in keeping the game alive for the 
last 50 years, but they cannot Progress it any 
further, 

Only by winning the Support from the entire 


Australian community can it be done, % Sunday morning to Friday? I 

Lapstoe Gallet | think it'was a good lose va 

pstone, NSW. encourage non-local soccer 

Sth followers to watch ‘On the 
Editor’s note: 


Ball’ by having it on after the 
Italian Soccer. 

Some of the international 
Sports lovers will not follow. 
the program to its Friday 
night time slot. Even I, as a 
religious follower of the 
gram, will not be able to 
watch the program on such a 
regular basis now it is on a 
Friday as this is the end of the 
week and on a night 1 spend 
relaxing with my family. 

Also I hope the program 
will do more interviews with 
players, coaches, managers, 
Soccer Australia Tepresenta- 
tives and Chairmen etc. and 
even have a debate or discus- 
sion with a cross representa 
tion of the various groups, 

The trouble with soccer 
Teporting here is that there are 
too many unanswered ques- 
tions andthis leads to false or 
misleading information, I 
have read and heard stories 
that don’t report the facts eg: 
Rick Wall’s Sport 927 on 
Tuesday, January 6, 1998, 
John ‘Shocker’ Miles Teported 
that Branko Culina will be the 
Coach of Northern Spirit and 
that the club would Sign 
Robbie Slater and Graham 
Amold. 

He also stated the club had 
been accepted in the Ericsson 
Cup for next season and this 
was his first ‘big news’ story 
of 1998. He said it was bipger 
than the news when Carlton 


HOW......? 


It’s an old chestnut and no doubt reams of 
Paper will flow into ABSW Towers to disagree 
with your views, Sadly, not enough people are 
thinking of the long-term future of the game, as 
usual, which has kept the game here exactly 
where it is, bottom of the football pile, when it 
should be dominating every other sport in the 
country, just as it does all over the free world. 
One point to bear in mind: look at League, 
Union and AFL players’ surnames and you'll 
find it’s not just the ‘mainstream’ Australian 
Players who are lost to the &reatest sport on 
earth, 


something, 

Persuade your fellow sup- 
Porters that crowd participa- 
tion is what we need more 
of and I hope I have been 
able to inspire some of you, 

G. Taylor 
Palmyra, WA. 


Editor's note: 

Well you've inspired me, 
I'm off to loosen the vocal 
chords immediately! Now 
where did I put that Cosmos 
flag...? 


out of your life 


PERSONAL TRAINING 


With my help you'll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 


ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 
At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 


Will come to you 
ILIAS ORFANIDIS 


© 0419 622 685 
9601 1767 a.n. 


was accepted, 

In a certain Melbourne 
publication on Friday, 
January 16, 1998, it was 
Teported that Graham Arnold 
would be player-coach of 
Northern Spirit. 

T think the media in 
Australia has to treat the soc- 
cer supporter with more 
Tespect and get their facts 
right, 

Another example was the 
Nick Tana interyiew recently 
done by Les Murray. 

Where is the follow up 
story with a Soccer Australia 
Tepresentative? What were the 
details of the workshop con- 
ducted by the clubs? What is 
Soccer Australia, and other 
Chairmen’s views in relation 
to Nick Tana’s comments? 

Talso read that Stephan 
Kamasz recently attended the 
FIFA Expo in Malaysia, as 
did Lou Sticca of Carlton (and 
‘may I say, the only club to be 
tepresented). Wouldn't it be 
good for ‘On the Ball’ to do a 
Story on what came out of the 
conference from an Australian 
point of view. 

This is all information that 
the soccer press, who have the 
interest of the game at heart, 
don’t capitalise on, concen- 
trating on criticism of board 
members and telling them 
how to do their jobs.) 

C. Attard 
email letter, 


Editor's note: (Les Murray 
replies) More and more games 
have moved to Sunday nights, 
often leaving only two games to 
be shown on Sunday morning, 
In this sense, the original con- 
cept of the program, to review 
matches, has lost its purpose, 
The reason behind the Friday 
evening move is to give the 
Bames as high a profile as pos- 
sible. However, 1/ It is a prime- 
time slot of course and, 2/ 
Without any games having been 
played at this juncture, a one 
hour show would reduce the 
Content to speculation and 
demean the code, The original 
idea of ‘On The Ball’ was to 
preview matches and provide 
information and we have decid- 
ed to get back to basics, 
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atonal Youth League wad 17 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


Bullen Inter Kings started Round 17 with a five- 
‘one win over Heidelberg United on Friday night. 
Michael Gulino started the ball rolling with a goal 
after only seven minutes and rounded off proceed- 
ings with his second with seven minutes left to play 
ina nice piece of symmetry. 

Mimo Orlando also scored twice for Bulleen in 
25 and 55 minutes and. Andrew Italiano scored his 
goal after 29 minutes, The Bergers refused to buck- 
Te and Nick Papoutsis scored in 71 minutes to give 
his team some reward for its contribution to. the 


game. 

Gippsland Falcons overcame Bentleigh Greens 
by four goals to two in Morwell. Adrian Savage 
opened with a goal for the Falcons in 16 minutes, 
but within seven minutes George Gerolemou had 
equalised for the Greens. Marcus Wallace restored 
the Falcons lead in 32 minutes, and John McEvoy 
made it three in 37. The Greens got another goal 
back through Chris Christou just after the interval 
and it was not till the last four minutes that Hugo 
Giminez’s goal made the Falcons safe. 

Carlton struggled to beat Albury Wodonga by 
two goals to one at Optus Oval. There were no 
goals until more than an hour had been played as 
the match see-sawed with both teams creating 
excellent chances. 

‘Then Cameron Pirlo made the breakthrough for 
Carlton after 65 minutes, but Quentin O'Grady 
equalised on 77 minutes. Jovanco Novacevski, with 
his ninth goal of the season grabbed the winner with 
ten minutes left, There were two red cards, one to 
each side, 

‘The match between Altona Magic and the VIS 
will be played on Wednesday at Paisley Park at 
6.30pm. 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


‘The round began in the North with a two-all draw 
between UTS Olympic Colts and Newcastle 
Breakers. Chad Mansley and Tony Bauer scored for 
Newcastle, but at the time of writing the Olympic 
Colts scorers were not available. 

Sydney United upset the AIS with a two-one win 
at Parramatta Stadium on Sunday. This was a highly 
charged and competitive affair and it took more 
than an hour for the deadlock to be broken. Robert 
‘Angievski got the first of his two: goals for United, 
Chris Tanchevski, the former Newcastle striker, 
equalised two minutes later and the match was still 
finely balanced going into the last minute when 
Angievski popped up to score the winner. 

Wollongong City beat Sydney United Colts, also 
by two goals to one, Denis Jurjevie opened for the 
Wolves in 40 minutes followed by Chad Bishop in 
62 minutes. Young Josip Moric got the consolation 
goal for the Colts four minutes into injury time. 

Marconi Fairfield Colts and the ACT Academy 
of Sport produced a seven goal thriller at Marconi 
Stadium, which was only decided in the last minute. 
One of tite Zamora brothers scored for the ACT in 
28 minutes and Peter Krljar equalised for the Colts 

in 42, only for Wingell to put the Academy in front 
again right on the interval. 

‘Mark Hagger scored the first of his two goals 
from the penalty spot after 62 minutes, then 
Mathew Valeri gave the Academy the lead once 
more in 73, Michael Galluzzo scored in 81 minutes 
to tie the scores again, but Hagger was not to be 
denied and with almost the last kick of the game he 
collected his sixteenth goal of the season and the 
winner for the Colts. 

The match between the New South Wales 
Institute of Sport and UTS Olympic will be played 
on Wednesday at Valentine Park at 7pm. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION RESULTS 


Friday 23 January 


Bulleen Inter Kings 5 Heidelberg United 
Orlando 2, Gullino 2, Italiano Papoutis 

Saturday 24 January 

Carlton 2 Albury Wodonga 
Pino, Novacevski O'Grady 

Sunday 25 January 

Gippsland Falcons 4 Bentleigh Greens 
Savage, Wallace Gerolemou, Christas 


McEvoy, Giminez 


Wednesday 28 January 
Altona Magic v VIS 
(6.30 pm, Paisley Park) 


South Melbourne, Melbourne Knights and South Melbourne Rockets had byes 


NORTHERN DIVISION RESULTS 


Saturday 24 January 1998 

UTS Olympic Colts 2 Newcastle Breakers 
Mansley, Bauer 

Sunday 25 January 

Sydney United 2 AIS 

Angievski 2 Tanchevski 

Wollongong City 2 Sydney United Colts 

Jurjevic, Bishop Moric. 

Marconi Fairfield C 4 ACTAS 

Haggar 2, Krijar Zamora, Wingell, Valeri 


Wednesday 26 January 
NSWISvUTS Olympic 
Marconi Fairfield and Q A S had byes 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 
P w D L F 
Melbourne Knights 14 12 tt) 2 51 
Cariton 12 "1 0 1 27 
Gippsland Falcons 13 9 2 2 27 
VIS 12 6 3 3 30 
Bulleen Inter 13 6 2 5 23 
Bentleigh Greens 14 4 2 8 16 
Heidelberg United 13 4 Z 7 15 
Altona Magic 12 3 2) 7 17 
Albury Wodonga 13 3 1 9 15 
South Melbourne: 12 2 3 7 22 
South Melbourne Rockets 12 t 1 10 u 
NORTHERN DIVISION 
P w D J. & 
AIS 14 10 2 2 59° 
Wollongong City 15 8 3 4 31 
UTS Olympic 13 7 3 3 36 
QAs 14 6 4 4 32 
Sydney United 14 5 6 3 37 
Marconi Fairfield 14 6 2 6 23 
Marconi Fairfield Colts 14 6 2 6 23 
ACTAS 15 5 4 6 21 
Newcastle Breakers 14 4 5 5 27 
UTS Olympic Colts 15 3 3 9 22 
Sydney United Colts 14 3 2 9 16 
NSWIS 14 2 4 8 18 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 
Zoran Petrevski VIS 

Jovanco Novacevski 
Adis Kablar 

John Kalabric 
Festim Zekiri 


NORTHERN Division 


Mile Sterjovski_ __ AlS/Sydney United 22 
Mark Hagger Marconi Fairfield Colts 16 
Mare Bresciano . AIS 9 
Tony Krslovic Sydney United/Colts 8 
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Carlton 

Melbourne Knights 
Melbourne Knights 
Melbourne Knights 
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SOUTHERN Division 


Friday 30 January 
Bentleigh Greens v South Melbourne 
(6.30 pm, Kingston Heath) 


Sunday 1 February 
‘Albury Wodonga v Heidelberg United 
(4pm, Diamond Park) 
Melbourne Knights v Altona Magic 
8.30pm, Knights Stadium) 


Monday 2 February 
Bullen Inter v Gippsland Falcons 
(7pm, Wembley Park) 


NORTHERN Division 


Friday 30 January 1998 
Newcastle Breakers v Wollongong City 
(Spm, Topper Stadium) 


Saturday 31 January 1998 
Marconi Fairfield v NSWIS 
(Spm, Valentine Park) 
AIS v Marconi Fairfield Colts 
(7pm, AIS Soccer fields) 
QAS v Sydney United 
(4.30pm, Suncorp Stadium) 


Sunday 1 February 
UTS Olympic v UTS Olympic Colts 
(4pm, Sydney Football Stadium) 


Sydney United Colts and ACTAS have byes. 


SvART YOUR OWN 
SOCCER 
CLUB 


wie ek 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
ARE INVITED FROM ANY GROUP 
WISHING TO PLAY AMATEUR SOCCER IN 
METROPOLITAN MELBOURNE. 
COMPETITIONS ARE CONDUCTED IN 19 
DIVISIONS ON SUNDAYS BOTH AM AND PM. 
CLUBS FROM INDUSTRY, EDUCATION 
INSTITUTES, REGIONAL CLUBS & 
ETHNIC SOCIAL CLUBS CURRENTLY PLAY 
IN THE COMPETITIONS 
FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CALL: 


THE AMATEUR SOCCER 
FEDERATION OF VICTORIA ON 


@ (03) 9528 2955, 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 27, 1998 7 


PERTH GLORY unsere BRISBANE STRIKERS...... 


crowd of 13,341 at 

Perth Oval might 
have been in full voice but 
Perth Glory had 
absolutely nothing to 
celebrate after the lowly 
Brisbane Strikers came 
away with a 3-1 victory. 

Glory’s only shining light 
from last Sunday's clash was 
the long awaited return of 
Socceroo Ernie Tapai, who 
replaced Scott Halpin for the 
second-half, In fact, it was 
Tapai who scored the Glory's 
only goal, albeit a 73rd minute 
penalty. 

The Glory boys gave a 
Soccer display that was devoid 
of passion and enterprise, 
especially by the big-name 
players. “I can only put our 


best 11 players out there, but if 
they don’t want to perform, 
then the club has to step in and 
look at the situation,” said a 
furious Glory coach Gary 
Marocchi. “We are looking 
after our players, treating them 
like kings. They might play 
well internationally, but they 
are not playing well for Perth 
Glory. I am at a loss why I 
can't get our boys to play well 
at home,” Marocchi said. 

And for the second time the 
Perth side were unable to 
defeat a ten-man team after the 
Strikers skipper Glenn 
Gwynne was sent-off in the 
65th minute for a second 
bookable offence. 

Early on and talented 
Brisbane midfielder Nick 
Meredith released a 
breathtaking 30 metre dipping 


volley that sailed over 
goalkeeper Anthony Franken 
and into the far side of the 
goal, a masterpiece that was 
rightfully applauded by many 
of the Glory supporters. 

Scott Halpin should have 
equalised just two minutes 
ater but he side-footed the ball 
across the face of the goal. 

Six minutes later his brother 
Troy blasted a long-range 
effort over the top, and 
Samson Siasia headed a well 
rehearsed free-kick move into 
the hands of Clint Bolton. 

Siasia and Gareth Naven 
continued the pressure on the 
Brisbane goal after the interval 
but couldn't break through. So 
it was up to the Strikers to 
show how and young Steve 
Laybutt did just that from a 
63rd minute corner when he 


10 MAN STALLIONS TOUGH IT OUT 


drilled a loose ball into the 
roof of the net after Franken 
had initially parried an Andy 
Harper header his way. 

The Glory reduced the 
deficit with a penalty 11 
minutes later after Scott Miller 
was fouled in the box, and 
then they proceeded to search 
for the equaliser. 

With the Perth team 
pushing forward it left them 
exposed at the back, and just 
before the end Troy Cranney 
pounced on a cruel rebound 
and scored after rounding 
Franken. A perfect present for 
player-coach Frank Farina on 
his 200th NSL appearance. 

For the Strikers they have 
now beaten two top-six sides 
in as many weeks — their run 
for the Finals has started. 


[ ADELAIDE SHARKS wsressesresnensnO 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD. ssssrseeeernes| 


By Val Migliaccio 
arconi, playing 
without captain 


Brad Maloney for 46 
minutes after he was sent- 
off, defeated the Adelaide 


{ Sharks 2-0 in a tough 


~ Suspension 


encounter on Sunday. 
Referee Patrick McCaffey 
dished out 10 yellow cards 
— 8 for the Sharks and 2 
for the Stallions — with 
Maloney receiving his red 
card just before the break 
after a crude tackle on 
Sharks’ playmaker Corey 
Artone. 

Tn goal for the Sharks was 
Peter Miller, responding to the 
home side's keeping woes 
(both Wildy and Mikuletic 
were unavailable because of 
and injury 
respectively). 

Jim Tsekinis was a handful 
for Stallions defender 


Dominic Longo, in the initial 
stages of the match, and it was 
Tsekinis who had the first shot 
of the match in the 8th minute 
— he made space for himself 
inside the box and drove his 
left foot shot into the arms of 
Stallions custodian Ante 
Covic. 

In the 16th minute a 
brilliant piece of work by 
Tsekinis again had the 
Stallions back peddling when 
his cross was fired across the 
face of goal and Sharks striker 
Andrew Borghetto just failed 
to connect. 

Nathan Day and Tsekinis 
combined in the 20th minute 
when Day had his shot well 
saved by the acrobatic Covic 
again. 

Marconi scored against the 
run of play in the 41st minute 
when energetic midfielder 
Christian Care floated a 
beautiful 30 metre ball to 
Maloney on the edge of the 


box, who in turn knocked the 
ball towards the six yard box 
and it was headed into the 
back of the net by Gabriel 
Mendez (celebrating his retum 
to the Socceroos). 

‘Two minutes later Maloney 
received his marching orders 
and Zoran Matic reshuffled 
his line-up, with the ploy of 
letting the Sharks have 
possession in their defensive 
third and manning up once the 
‘Sharks tried advance further. 

The second half was only 
three minutes old when great 
work by Stallion Vlado Zoric 
released Care inside the box, 
he was too quick for Miller 
who brought him down and 
referee McCaffrey pointed to 
the spot. 

Brendan Renaud made no 
mistake firing the spot kick 
into the top right hand comer 
for 0-2 to the visitors. 

‘The match was then bottled 
up in midfield with Mendez 


ZEBRAS CRACK UNITED'S HOME RECORD 


and Care creating havoc and 
the evergreen Francis 
Awaritefe running hard all 
night, both defending and 
attacking. 

The Sharks. rarely 
penetrated the Stallions 
defence and Artone came 
close to scoring for the Sharks 
when his 20 metre free kick 
just missed the upright. 

Day came close too, when 
he tried to lob Covic from 40 
metres only to be denied by 
the alert custodian. 

With five minutes to go 
Covic pulled off the save of 
the match when Borghetto’s 
half-volley aimed for the top 
comer was brilliantly stopped. 

Marconi's South Korean 
import Pan Keun-Kim showed 
his distinctive class with a 
great performance from the 
sweeper position, helping the 
visitors to a much needed win 
that put them in the top six. 


SYDNEY UNITED.. 


0 ADELAIDE CITY. 


By John Economos 


DELAIDE CITY, 

who in a fortnight 
have had to cram in no 
less than five games, last 
Sunday night marched 
into the Parramatta 
Stadium to defeat Sydney 
United 0-1 and thus 
shatter the home team’s 
previously unbeaten home 
record this season. 

With these two sides 
boasting four of Australia’s _ 
creme de la creme of 
defenders, (Kupresak and 
Yrkic for United), plus Tobin 


and Ivanovic from Ad City, it 


was always going to be a tight 
duel. As it turned out, the 
solitary goal ultimately 
separated them. 

The Black and Whites’ 
dynamic international striker, 
Damian Mori, still seething at 
being left out of Terry 
Venables’ Australian squad 
announced late last week, 
broke the deadlock with just 
seconds left from half-time 
with a powerful strike at full 
gallop. 

United’s ace striker Abbas 
Saad attempted to pass to 
midfielder and skipper Paul 
Bilokapic, but Adelaide's alert 
midfielder John Gibson stole 
possession and laid it back to 


striker Michael Brooks. 

Brooks brilliantly fired a 
well measured flat through- 
ball that easily split United's 
back four, allowing the mobile 
Maori to race onto and belt 
home his 12th goal of the 
season. 

Tt was far from being all 
one way for Adelaide City and 
in fact United late in the game 
could have stolen all the 
points with possible goals 
from Kupresak and substitute 
Azur Mujanovic. 

A United free kick was 
parried down by Adelaide’s 
excellent goalkeeper Jason 
Petkovic, with United’s 
brilliant central marker 


Kupresak scrambling the ball 
into the net. However referee 
Eddie Lennie ruled another 
United player was in an off- 
side position. 

‘An angry United player 
after the match strongly 
protested to ABSW: “I 
questioned the linesman why 
he flagged for off-side and he 
answered that our No. 7 
(Hooker) was offside. Great, 
‘our No. 7 had been substituted 
ages ago. Just great.” 

But even then, with three 
minutes left, substitute 
Mujanovic blasted from the 
right a hot drive that Petkovic 
blocked, with the ball spilling 
to. Saad then rebounding over 
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Dominic Longo: With Korean import Kim held the 
Marconi defence together. 


Petkovic for Adelaide’s 
international skipper Alex 
Tobin to finally clear off the 
line. 

Tobin stated after the 
match: “It’s going to be good 
from now on to have a week 
without midweek matches to 
play and get back to our 
regular routine. Tonight our 
defence was very good and 
kept them (United) to a 
minimum.” 

Adelaide City coach John. 
Nyskohus evaluated: “We 
were very determined to win 
and in the first 60 minutes or 
so they had no chance. No 
team in Australia can play five 
matches in 14 days, it’s just 
too much. We missed a couple 
more chances but overall we 
deserved to win it despite that 
we tired the last 15 minutes or 
so.” 

A very disappointed 
United's coach David Mitchell 


stated: “I’m not very happy at 
all as it was our first home 
loss and was most unfortunate 
we couldn't get something out 
of it. There were far too many 
crude tackles on Abbas 
(Saad), but if you are the top 
team then all are out to get 


ee T. a " 
STRIKERS; Bolton, _ 


(S Cranney 82). 


ad 
Bay 3p 
Brisbai ji 


Meredith 
‘Webrman 62,'T 
89, 


aM, 


CROWD: 13,341 


Oliveira (fandorio, 


). 


STALLIONS; Coyic, 
M, Babic, Lon 
Casserly, Care, 
Maloney, Awaritefe, 
Renaud, Kim, Zorie, 
Mendez. 


SCORERS 
Marconi: Mendez 41, 


Hane ae 


CROWD: 2,581 
rm vii 


3 Kimi (MF) 
2 Artone (AS) 
1 Care (MK). 


Oc Culina 62), \ 
Bilokay 
Cr Bee, 
Bosevski, Saad. 


CITY: J.Petkovic, 
Costanzo, Tobin, 
Tyanovie, Armour, 


Cariton 

Perth Glory 
Wollongong City 
Adelaide Sharks 


und Ei 


eonean 


Marcon Fairfield 


Odds cour 


132 946 


Zouad IS 


Preview 


By Stuart Jones 


Newcastle Breakers v but in their last six confronta- 
Wollongong City tions, Brisbane and United 
‘This clash, in Round Four, have an equal share of 16 
ended all square at 1-1. For goals, including the latter's 2- 
all Breakers fans looking fora 1 win earlier in the campaign 
home revival, last season their at Parramatta Stadium. 
team won this fixture 1-0 Prediction: Sydney United 
however, in their last three win. 


matches against the Wolves, 
SYDNEY 


Newcastle have scored twice 


and conceded just one goal. 
Prediction: Draw 


Brisbane Strikers v 
Sydney United 
Grand Final replay time 
but hardly likely to be in front 
of over 40,000 people: The 
match in Brisbane last term 
ended 3-0 to the home side, 


UNITED 


SOCCER CLUS. 
Perse Oe ta eg an! 


Canberra Cosmos 0 
Brisbane Strikers 5 
Melbourne Knights 0 


Sydney United 
2 


3.00 Newcastle Breakers 3.25 Wollongong City 2.00 
2.70 Brisbane Strikers 3.25 Sydney United 2.30 
41.80 Marconi Fairfield 3.50 Gippsiand Falcons 3.50 
2.30 Canberra Cosmos 3.25 Adelaide Sharks 2.70 
2.30 Melbourne Knights 3.25 Perth Glory 2.70 
4.80 Adelaide City 3.25 Cariton 3.50 
3.50 UTS Olympic 3.50 South Melbourne 1.80 


Marconi Fairfield v 
Gippsland Falcons 
Marconi got a great result 
(1-0) in their first meeting of 
this season at Falcons Park. 
They must keep in mind, 
however, that this is a much 
improved side than the one 
they defeated at home last 
term by the same scoreline. 
Total goals: For 4 Against 2, 
for Marconi in their last three 
head-to-head clashes. 
Prediction: Draw 


Canberra Cosmos v 
Adelaide Sharks 

The local boys were beaten 
3-1 in the equivalent fixture 
last time out and were beaten 
even more comprehensively 
(4-1) in Adelaide that year. In 
Round Four this year, it was 
more bad news for Cosmos 
supporters — losing 3-0. The 
‘weights are balanced by 10 
goals to two in the Sharks 
favour. 

Prediction: Sharks to win. 


Gippsiand Falcons 
South Melbourne 2 


UTS Olympic v South 
Melbourne 

Earlier this year the game 
ended somewhat surprisingly 
in a 2-2 draw. Most were 
expecting the Melbourne side 
to get up, as they had on the 
two occasions they met last 
campaign (2-1 & 4-1). 

Prediction: South 
Melboume to win. 


Melbourne Knights v 
Perth Glory 
Perth won this game 3-2 
at home in Round four but 
at Knights Parklast-year, 


SCAUSSRRUAN-AND BRITISH) 


: 


hteen Fixture 
esy of SportOdds 


both sides played out for 
one of the Finals spots with, 
of course, the Knights com- 
ing out on top 3-1. 

Prediction: Knights to 
win. 


Adelaide City y Carlton 

City won this fixture 3-1 
in Melbourne earlier in the 
term, but Carlton’s away 
form is really quite good so 
it should prove an even con- 
test this time out. 

Prediction: Draw. 


ERICSSON CGP 


TaBL : 

: 

PWD LF A Pts - 
SouthMelboune 17 9-6 «2 40 24 33 
Sydney United 17 9. 6 2. 26 13 33 
Adelaide City 15 9 1 5 B 16 2B 
Carlton [Pee Tan TL 3215 28 
WollongongCity 16 8 1 7 34 17 25 
Perth Glory 17 7 4. 6 2 24 25 
Melboume Knights 16 6 5 5 21 19 23 
Gippsland Falcons 17 6 5 6 18 20 23 
‘Adelaide Sharks AfaiGie Bute Sy, 2g 28 2 
UTS Olympic 176 3 8 21 30 21 
Brisbane Strikers 17 6 O 11 16 24 18 
CanberraCosmos. «= «17-2 G99 3612 
Newcastle Breakers 1 5 il 6 37 8 


ERICSSON CUP 
LEADING SCORERS 


13 Pablo Cardozo Adelaide Sharks 
12 Damian Mori Adelaide City 
10 Scott Chipperfield Wollongong 
8 Paul Trimboli Sth Melbourne 
8 Abbas Saad Sydney United 
8 Norman Tome UTS Olympic 
7 Peter Buljan Canberra Cosmos 
7 Tom Pondeljak Melbourne Knights 
7 Brad Maloney Marconi 
7 Claytone Zane Newcastle Breakers 
7 Anthony Surjan Wollongong City 
6 John Anastasiadis South Melbourne 


AUBURN UNITED 
SOCCER CLUB 1 
PLAYERS/TRAINING SCHEDULE ' 
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 
FRIDAY NIGHTS 
TIME: 6.30pm 
Ist Grade — Reserves — U/18 
Venue: 
Mona Park, Auburn 
Contact: John Karacan 9646 4897 


Ali 0418 677 379 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
KADRI SERTBAS (MOBILE) 


019 405 366 


(HOME) 


9871 3467 


Highly qualified coach just 
returned after three years 
coaching in Europe looking 
for progressive club. 
AVAILABLE NOW. 
* German Level ‘A’ 


* Brazilian Diploma 


* Australian Level Two 


P.O. Box 8 CHIRN PARK. . 
Qup. 4215 


Ph: (07) 5578 2289 
Fax: (07) 5578 2521 


Full resumé available upon request. 
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NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 


1 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


goal a minute into 

stoppage time saved 
three points for South 
Melbourne just when it 
looked as though 
Newcastle Breakers had 
done enough to earn a 
draw. 

Paul Trimboli claimed the 
goal that put South back in 
front just three minutes after 
Clayton Zane seemed to 
rescue a point for the 
Breakers. In atrocious 
conditions South created many 
decent scoring opportunities in 
the first half, but just didn’t do 
enough to beat Brad Swancott 
before the Breakers came 
close themselves through 
Mark Wilson. 

Swancott excelled ten 
minutes before half time when 


he made a terrific diving save 
to stop Michael Curcija’s 
header, 

Curcija was to come close 
to breaking the deadlock twice 
more in the next couple of 
minutes. 

He headed high and wide 
from a Con Blatsis cross 
before having Shaun Edwards 
clear his volley off the line. 

Zane was the only striker 
who impressed in the 
conditions and set up Robert 
Tronside with a header that 
clipped the crossbar in the 
39th minute. 

South broke through in the 
61st minute with Curcija 
finally getting some luck. 

Substitute Con Boutsianis’ 
second touch was a cross to 
the far post where Curcija’s 
downward header found its 

ct, 


South survived some 


nervous moments in defence 
and looked to be hanging on 
for the three points, before 
Zane popped with a Newcastle 
equaliser. 

Tansel Baser and Fausto De 
Amicis both failed to clear the 
ball out of defence and South 
paid for it. 

Substitute Benn Lane 
crossed into the six yard area 
where Zane poked the ball 
past Michael Petkovic. 

But the drama continued 
with a South Melbourne 
winner right at the death. 

Goran Lozanovski ran at 
the Breakers defence and tried 
his luck from 20 metres. His 
shot deflected off Trimboli, 
wrong footing Swancott. 

South coach Ange 
Postecoglou was happy with 
the three points considering 
the conditions. 

“We got the goal and then 


SURJAN SEALS WOLVES WIN 


should've hung on but we got 
a bit panicky at the end and 
then with a couple of rushed 
clearances created their goal 
for them. 

“This was the fourth or fifth 
time this season that we've 
scored in the 90th minute and 
that shows good character.” 

The game —was 
Postecoglou's 50th in charge 
said that it had been a good 
week for the club with five 
players called up to the 
Socceroo squad. 

He also predicted that the 
side can only get better — bad 
news for the rest of the 
competition. 

“When the break for the 
Socceroo games are over, I'll 
have 19 fit players to choose 
from and we'll improve even 
more,” he said. 


WOLLONGONG CITY .....csecsee MELBOURNE KNIGHTS, 


by Phil Murphy 


ollongong Wolves’ 
Ericsson Cup roller- 
coaster ride continued at 
Brandon Park on Sunday 
night when they beat the 
Melbourne Knights 2-0. 
‘That was the Wolves sixth 
successive home win but they 
continue to lose by the odd 
goal when they travel away. 
Only Knights goalkeeper 
Vilson Knezevic saved his 
team from a heavier defeat in 
a game dominated for long 
periods by the home team, 
Captain and wingback Matt 
Horsley put the Wolves in 
front two minutes before the 


break when he shrugged off a 
challenge to hammer a Sonny 
Sevin pass into the net. 

Tt wasn’t until the last 
minute that Wollongong made 
sure of the three points, 

Sweeper Robbie Stanton 
appeared on the left and pulled 
the ball back to Anthony 
Surjan whose shot struck 
Wolves replacement Sasho 
Dimoski. 

Fortunately for the Wolves 
the ball rebounded to Surjan 
who calmly rounded a 
defender and Knezevic before 
slotting the ball home, 

“It’s something we have 
been working on at training,” 
was Surjan’s comment after 


the game. 

Before he sealed the three 
points, striker Tony Perinich 
went close twice, Scott 
Chipperfield once and Horsley 
made a long, weaving run 
before sending a dipping shot 
just over the top. 

Wollongong were always 
far more creative than the 
Visitors with Chipperfield and 
Perinich continually running 
at defenders. 

In the second half, the 
Knights tried hard to get level 
through the nippy Ante Deak 
and Ante Kovacevic, 
operating wide on the right, 
while Wolves goalkeeper 
Adam Brodbeck made a good 


FALCONS: THE COMEBACK KINGS 


5 
save from Tom Pondeljak. 

Knights coach Ken Worden 
said after the game under the 
circumstances he wasn’t 
disappointed in his players. 

He said he had key players 
missing and the players he had 
couldn't do any more, 

“I thought Wollongong 
scored their goals from 
nothing and we just didn't 
have the right bodies in that 
area at the time,” Worden 
said. 

Wolves boss Nick 
Theodorakopoulos said his 
players again created plenty of 
goalscoring opportunities. 

“I thought my defence 
looked very sound under 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS.....ccsied 


UTS OLYMPIC cececccserscssssesnsesesseneeed 


By Damian Tripodi 


66 W;: came back 
from the dead 
and now we are more 
alive than — ever,” 
remarked a jubilant 
Gippsland Falcons coach 
Frank Arok following 
his team’s 3-2 win over 
UTS Olympic in their 
Round 17 clash at 
Falcons Park on Sunday. 
From an _ almost 
unwinnable position the 
Gippslanders staged a 
‘Lazarous’ style comeback 
in a most remarkable way 
after having been down two 
goals to nil at half-time and 
Joking anything but the side 
that has excited so many this 
year. 
In the best turnaround 
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ever seen at Falcons Park 
‘Arok’s Wonders’ scored 
three goals in the first 15 
minutes of the second half 
and never looked back from 
there. 

Two shocking defensive 
mistakes in the first half cost 
the Falcons dearly. Whilst 
they had by far the higher 
percentage of play the 
defence was slow in coming 
back from the UTS counter 
attacks. 

Veteran UTS goalkeeper 
Bob Catlin brilliantly saved 
his team on at least three 
occasions in the first ten 
minutes of the game whilst 
danger players Brett 
Emerton and Norman Tome 
were in devastating form. 

Controversy in the second 
minute of play when 


Gippsland Nick Tsaltas was 
brought down in the penalty 
area however, despite the 
appeals of the Falcons, 
referee Gerry Connolly 
waved playon. _ 

At the 21st minute mark a 
scramble developed in front 
of goal. Hussein Bayhan 
managed to put a foot to the 
ball and slip it past fill in 
Gippsland keeper Bojo 
Jevdjevic to score the first 
for UTS. From there UTS 
lifted and the momentum 
turned their way. 

Gippsland appeared to be 
losing the plot. The skills of 
captain Jim Kourtis, who 
was injured, and Nick 
Palamaras and Clayton Bell 
were clearly missed. 

Right on the 45th minute 
Bayhan with a solo effort 


HID S Ce GEIS GAA ea S 


coming from the right with 
no Gippsland defender to be 
seen, on a one-on-one with 
the goalkeeper, scored his 
team’s second. 

During the half-time 
break according to 
Gippsland captain Manny 
Gotis, Arok gave his players 
a spirit lifting talk by stating 
that they could score three 
goals in the second stanza ... 
and this they did! 

Firstly Manny Gotis 
scored two minutes after the 
break, then Dougie Marcina 
popped up to score two to 
put the Falcons 3-2 in front, 

And the Falcons 
dominated the rest of the 
game as the shell-shocked 
Olympic simply could not 
respond. 

‘What a comeback! 
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| Match Reports 
HEARTBREAKING LOSS 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


Michael Curcija: Had many chances on goal and 


finally hit the target in the 61st minute. 


pressure when the Knights 
came at us for about 15 
minutes in the second half,” 
he said. 

“Perinich was outstanding 
up front — he followed 
instructions to the letter and 


Man of the Match performance from Tony Perinich. 


was a worthy Man of the 
Match. 

“It is now vital we win our 
next two games against 


Newcastle (away) and 
Olympic (home) to stay in the 
thick of things.” 


Frank Arok: “We came back from the dead and now we 
are more alive than ever.” 


Breakers: Zane 87, 


Jevdjevie, Canosa, 
hs Gok Sealy 


SOUTH: Petkovic, 
losifidis, De Amicis; 
Blatsis, Clarkson, 
Trimboli, Cureija 
(Coveny 80), Damianos 


190, 
CROWD: 3887. 


f De Amicis 6M) 
2 Zane (NB) 
1 Clarkson (SM) 


WOLLONGONG: | 


Marcina, Tsaltas 


(MacNicol 66), Foy, 
| Tricarieo Chinn 
90); Osman, i 
Mia} 


evie (Mitroulas 
2). ae + 
UTS:Catlin, Carter, 
Juric, Tome, ice 


CARLTON vesssssccsessesesssstssereseoeene CANBERRA COSMOS.. 


By John Rigas 


ieee stirling 
performance by 
striker John Markoyski 
helped Carlton to a 2-0 
victory over a gallant 
Canberra Cosmos outfit 
at Optus Oval on 
Saturday. 

Markovski, celebrating a 
recall to the Socceroo squad, 
scored one goal and played a 
part in the second. 

Credit must also be given 
to Dean Anastasiadis, whose 
keeping skills denied Canberra 
time and time again in the first 
half. 

Cosmos coach, Branko 
Culina remarked: “We lack a 
John Markoyski, we need 
someone like him, look at 


Jonesy, he creates something 
out of nothing.” 

Carlton introduced new 
signing seventeen year old 
Marco Bresciano from 
Victorian Premier League side 
Bulleen Inter Kings. After 
only two training sessions 
Bresciano found himself 
making his Ericsson Cup 
debut. 

Tom Haythornthwaite 
created Canberra’s first 
‘opportunity with a long-range 
effort which brought the best 
out of goalkeeper Anastasiadis 
in the eighth minute. 

Olyroo squad member Peter 
Buljan actually found the back 
of the net but his effort was 
nuled off-side after a cross by 
Ante Moric in the 17th 
minute, 

Bujan’s Olyroo teammate 


and opposing player on the 
day, Simon Colosimo, struck 
the post three minutes later 
with a lethal strike on the turn. 

Canberra twice went close, 
as first Michael Musitano shot 
wide after Norman Kelly 
played him through, and then 
Ivan Zelic volleyed over from 
close range. 

Carlton made Cosmos pay 
for missed opportunities as 
they took a lead in the 34th 
minute after a brilliant three 
man move. 

Midfielder Vince Grella’s 
cross field ball found 
Bresciano and the cross from 
the teenager was volleyed 
home by Markovski.. 

In the second half Carlton 
continued to pressure the 
Cosmos and Markovski was 
again the danger man, He hit 


the bar after a Vella free-kick 
and a minute later his shot on 
the turn brought the best out 
of Tony Giannasca. 

Carlton killed off any 
chance Canberra had with a 
second goal after 68 minutes — 
Grella’s shot was headed 
against the post by Markovski 
and Daniel Allsopp followed 
through as he volleyed the ball 
past Giannasca. 

With ten minutes remaining 
Markovski hit the post from 
an acute angle with a superb 
effort. 

Canberra coach Branko 
Culina was disappointed that 
his team did not put away 
their chances in the first half. 

“We created a good seven 
chances in the first half, we 
should have been many goals 
ahead, we didn’t take any of 


COWIMENTE 


Te question of El Tel 
has risen again in 
recent days and will 
reach its loudest heights 
this week when Terry 
Venables is here 
preparing the Socceroos 
for what, in all 
likelihood, will be his 
last professional stint in 
Australian football. 
Venables will be 
coaching Australia for 
the series against Chile, 
Korea and Japan ina 
climate of cynicism and 
mistrust — when 
Australians have become 
more and more sceptical 
about his genuine want 
to coach Australia to a 


World Cup place. 
Venables was a much 
revered figure in Australia in 
the entire period he has been 
Socceroo coach, up to and 
including the debacle against 
Tran. It was a remarkable 
testament to Australian 
senses of loyalty how the 
nation stood behind 
Venables after the failure 
and virtually nobody called 
for his head. And of course 
then came the distinguished 
performance in the 
Confederations Cup which 
re-elevated Venables’ image 
as not only a good coach but 
one who was capable of 
achieving unexpected things 
with the Australian team. 


David Hill. 


But more recently his star 
has begun to fail. There was 
his hesitancy in accepting 
David Hill’s invitation to 
stay on until 2002. People 
began to rumble then, 
saying: “He failed to get us 
to France and when he is 
invited back he is not sure if 
he wants it. What does he 
want?” Ridiculous notions 
like marrying his Australian 
job with managing Rangers 
or Liverpool began circling 
in the air. That wasn’t good 
for his image either. 

Then there was more. 
Portsmouth, the club he 
owned and clearly should 
have run better, was having a 
torrid time at the foot of the 
English First Division. He 
then sold the club for a 
reported profit of over $1 
million. He couldn't have 
left on good terms. The club 
recently sanitised its club 
history book by deleting 
Venables’ photo. 

‘A matter of days after the 
club sale El Tel was in the 
London High Court 
accepting its verdict that he 
should be banned from 
corporate ownership. Saint 
Tel had lost his halo. 

In the midst of all this, 
Venables continued to 
vaciliate last week over 
whether or not he wants the 
job with Australia, actually 
implying in his own 
newspaper column that he 
will reject it. Somebody at 
Soccer Australia should have 
told him to either say yes or 
no but stop taking the 
mickey out of the country. 

Australians, bless their 


decent nature, will forgive 
mistakes like the ones 
Venables made against Iran, 
no matter what the cost. But 
they won't forgive uppity 
arrogance. Venables, 
whether he stays or not, is 
fast losing his fan club and 
there is a fast growth in the 
number of those who would 
prefer to see the back of him. 


ww 


Gene columnists can 
sometimes anger 
other columnists. Not for 
the first time the very 
eloquent Brian Glanville 
of ‘The Times’ of 
London and ‘World 
Soccer’ magazine has 
done this to me. Writing 
in ‘World Soccer’, 
Glanville has continued 
his 24 year obsession 
with his pet hate (and he 
has plenty of them), 
FIFA president Joao 
Havelange, who steps 
down this year. 


Joao Havelange. 


He calls the Havelange 
era ‘24 deplorable years’ and 
fires equal bullets at 
Secretary General Sepp 
Blatter. I do not know of 


what he speaks. 
The deplorable years were 
indeed those under 


Havelange’s predecessor the 


late Sir Stanley Rousy when 


John Markovski: In the best form of his career. 


them. That’s been our story all 


year. 
“Their goalkeeper 
(Anastasiadis) did very well 
and on some occasions he 
wasn’t even tested when we 
were one-on-one.” 
Carlton coach Eddie 


Kmcevic was not happy with 
his team’s performance in the 
first half, 

“J think a lot of people are 
fooled. Canberra are not a bad 


FIFA was an entirely 
Eurocentric organisation, 
when Europe and South 
America shared and 
dominated everything that 
mattered in football and 
when FIFA never gave a 
damn about the developing 
world. Thanks to the 
Havelange vision, and that of 
his partner Blatter, thanks to 


Sepp Blatter. 


a bigger World Cup, thanks 
to the World Youth 
Championship and the 
Women’s World Cup, 
football now belongs to the 
whole world and everyone in 
it, 

Thanks to a creative and 
minor set of rule changes and 
the Fair Play campaign, the 
dreary defensive, destructive 
football prevalent in the 60s 
and 70s is a relic of history. 
Football is now bigger, 
better, cleaner and richer 
than it has ever been It is 
unshakeably placed as the 
world’s most dominant sport, 
probably for ever. 

So what is Brian 
Glanville’s beef? Beats me. 


5) 


team, they work hard, that was 
the difference in the first half 
they worked harder than my 
boys. 
“The second half was much 
better. In the end we took our 
chances, nobody could say we 
didn’t deserve to win today.” 
Krncevie also mentioned 
that Bresciano made a 
successful debut, saying, 
“He's a sman player.” 


Trajkovski Wella 
Rocea 78), 
Stergiopoulos, 
Douglas,  Actioedless 
Viahos (Allsopp 61), 
Colosimo, Grella 


(Vargas 71), 
Markovski, Atkinson, 
Bresciano. 


COSMOS: 

Giannasca, Zelic, 
Rayanello (James 57), 
Moric, Hunter, Kelly, 
Musitano (Morgan 66), 
Buljan, Popovich, 

Ha ge 
(Wilson 3 


CROWD: 2,500 
SCORERS 


ms 
Markovski 34, Allsopp 
68, 


POY 

3 Markovski (C) 
2 Anastasiadis (C) 
1 Buljan (CC) 


MysTERY PLAYERS 


Craig Foster: Last week's mystery player. 


ritate 


eesersoe Ne MEM 46 


AAS 


Dragi Nastevski 
Dragi Nastevski has made a first team position his own this season after 
being mostly a fringe player in his first couple of seasons at the club. 
But now, in his third year at the club, he has established himself at 
Sweeper, a position he says he enjoys. 
Nastevski started at Lalor United and was there until U/14s when he was 
invited to the VIS. In that period he represented Victoria from U/12s to U/15s, 
captaining the side in two of those years. 
Whilst at the VIS he also played for Thomastown Zebras in the Premier 
League, But it was at the VIS where he was spotted, invited for a two week 
trial, and ultimately signed up. 
It was a dream move for him. The Knights had won the championship the 
year before and were on their way to back-to-back success. 
He found it difficult to break into first eleven consistently, but with the sort 
of squad the Knights had back then, it’s easy to see why. 
The constant drain of players leaving the Knights over the last couple of 
years has probably worked well for Nastevski. No longer is he competing with 
established stars of the game for a place in the Knights team. 
Dragi played in the 1995-96 championship winning side, well, only the last 
nine minutes, but it is the game that most sticks out in his memory. 
“The 1996 Grand Final was probably my most memorable game, | was only 
19 then,” he recalls fondly. 
Nastevski turned 21 yesterday, and received an early birthday present when 
he got a call to join the Olyroo squad. 
“It’s a big honour for me, I’d love to play at the Olympics in Sydney.” 
National representation is not new to Nastevski, he has also played for the 
Joeys. 
The call up to the Olyroo squad is a boost for him, and he is playing with a on the ball 
- lot confidence at the moment after warming the bench earlier in the year. carrying it out e. 
2 “T had slow start to the season,” he admits. At sweeper still needs| 
\ “But now, in the last six or seven weeks, it's been a lot better now that I’ve " ii 
had the chance.” : 
Nastevski’s ultimate goal is to play in Europe, but the talented youngster 
wants to establish himself in Australia first. 
. | A place in the squad for the 2000 Olympics will go a long way to help him 
in that regard. 
ABSW wishes you Dragi, and all the young guns at the Knights, all the very 
best for your futures, wherever you end up playing. 


Ante Deak 


A NTE D A ik It seems that every year Melbourne Knights unearth a young unknown who turns 
out to be a star. Tom Pondeljak and Joe Simunic are more recent examples, but 
each’s 3 s Ante Deak is this season’s edition. 
seme cle\ ait i Deak is from Geelong, he grew up there, and still lives in the area that has 
4 produced such quality soccer players (Steve Horvat, Josip Skoko and Kris 
Trajanovski to name just three). 
He is playing with only his second club, starting off with North Geelong at the age | 
J of six, and it was there he was later given a scholarship for the Victorian Institute | 
vay. Has a ¢ of Sport. 
King @ i Deak’s biggest influences were his family, particularly his uncle, Ante. 
He then played for North Geelong in the Victorian Premier Leaque where he was 
Spotted and invited to the Knights. 
Although in his second season with the Knights, Deak has broken through this 
year and made a spot in the first 11 his own. 
Many people see him as the natural heir apparent to former Knights great Joe 
Biskic. Deak is almost a reincarnation of Biskic; small, clever on the ball and with a 
quick thinking brain. 
“He was a Class player and it’s an honour to be compared with him,” said Deak. 
- ; “I always watched him when | was younger, he was one of the Knights’ greats.” 

Deak has been involved in most of the Knights goals this season, playing in a 
role similar to that of South Melbourne’s Paul Trimboli. 
as It is hardly surprising then to learn that the Socceroo is Deak’s favourite player. 

The young Knight has been in some great form this season, but still can see 
some room for improvement. 

“| think I’m playing reasonably well this year, but you can always do better,” he 
said. 

“It's my first full season and I think I am still improving.” 

Indeed coach Ken Worden thinks he is a player who will get better and better as 
the years go by. 

Like most youngsters, Deak harbours an ambition to play in Europe's finest 
leagues. And he isn’t setting his standards low either, he wants to go straight to the 
top, to Italy to play with AC Milan. 

Another thing he desperately wants to happen is a chance to represent his 
country, especially at the 2000 Olympics. “I'd love to play for the Olyroos, the 

- chance to play for my country would be the ultimate.” 
- Although not selected for the upcoming matches against Brazil, Deak says that 
he’s in no hurry. “There’s still time for me make to the Squad. I’ve still got two 
years to get in there.” 

At only 19, Deak certainly does have time on his side and as a young man 
making a big impression at the moment, you’d have to say he has a fair chance of 
playing at the 2000 games. 

Although still a very long way from retirement, Deak would like to be 
remembered as a great ambassador for the game, and his country, when the day 
comes along that he does stop playing, which hopefully will be in many years to 
come, giving fans plenty of entertainment along the way. 


the e 
arming 


12 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 27, 1998 


Joe Didulica is me the most promising young goalkeepers in the 
Ericsson Cup. Seected in the Olyroo Squad Didulica, according to many 
good judges, hasa bright future ahead of him. 

Hie only took uy keeping seriously two years ago when he was 17, turning 
out for the NorthGeeiong club. Until then he was an outfield player, and 
not a bad one eiher (he once toured South America with a Victorian side 
when he was 12), 

But when 17 Ir decided to take up keeping for North Geelong in the 
youth league tean, From there he progressed to the senior squad in the 
Premier League and won the ‘Goalkeeper of the Year’ award in 1996, 

It was in the Hemier Leaque that Didulica had his most memorable 
game. In a gané against Green Gully he had to face two penalties; he 
saved them bdh 

The Knightsgetbsequently saw him there and asked him to training, and 
pretty soon Di ‘a Was on a contract. 

His debut cme after big Vilson Knezevic had broken his arm against 
South Melbourne, and Joe hasn’t looked back since. ; IO 

After that ne was included in the Olyroo team for a tour of Australia but 
had to leave it early after contracting glandular fever. ‘ 

“This time I'm looking forward to Showing Raul Blanco what I can do,” he DIDVEICA 
Says on the forthcoming series against Brazil. 

Didulica’says that things for him have certainly happened quickly. 

“It’s all come at once. I had one season in the NYL and one in the 
Premier League and then straight into the Knights team. 

“I used to watch players like Andrew Marth and then, all of a sudden, | 
was pleying alongside him, it’s been an amazing two years for me.” 

The battle against glandular fever came at the start of the season, a 
difficult time for him, but now he is more confident. “The season's going 
well, the team’s in a good position. I have good games and bad games but 
we're still working on my technique. Ken (Worden) is a great coach for 
keepers. I’m still learning a lot.” 

Playing in the Olympics is his most immediate goal, and then after that to 
Play in Europe. “I don’t want to go to Europe until after the Olympics. | 
won't leave Australia until | am respected enough here first,” he adds. 

“I don’t want to go if | haven’t made a name for myself.” 

Didulica has impressed coach Ken Worden with his attitude and 
willingness to learn, 

Said Worden : “He is exceptionally attentive. We worked hard with him on 
technique and turned it around. I have no doubt he will be a candidate to 
play in Europe,” 

So that is the story so far. A meteoric rise has given Didulica the chance 
to play at the highest level, and he is going to grab it with both hands. 


Zeljko Susa reckons that his junior teams at Canberra Deakin hardly ever lost 
a game. Not surprising when you consider the side had players the calibre of 
himself, Joe Simunic and the Cosmos’ Peter Buljan and Ivan Zelic, 

Susa played there from U/7s until U/17s, he then went to the AIS, where his 
coach was Ron Smith, a man who left a great impression on him. Young Zeljko 
Was also a regular for the ACT side in his junior days. 

That was where the Knights picked him up, signing him after taking him on an 
off-season trip to China. 

He is happy to be at the Knights, but it could so easily have been the colours 
of Canberra Cosmos that he might be wearing today. 

“They showed some interest in me,” Susa noted. 

“But then Lgot injured and that was it, I didn’t hear much from them after 
that.” 

However/this year, like’the other young Knights, things are happening quickly. 

Only jast week like Dfagi Nastevski, he received an invitation to Join the | 
Olyroo camp (reuniting with his former junior team mates Peter Buljan and Ivan 
Zelic) 

Despite the call up, Susa is not ovér the moon with his form and has said that 
he can do much better. 

“At the beginning of the year, I was in and out of the side,” he reflects. 

“Now things are going pretty well, | suppose I’m playing okay and I’m lucky 
enough to get the call up to the Olyroos,” 
en and is th type of A recent best on ground performance against Adelaide Sharks (when he also 
player who-wul velop oo the only goal of the game), has been the highlight of a short career so 
inten’ exce) urge Susa wants to wait until the 2000 Olympics are over before heading to Europe | 
Player. to try his luck. 

However Susa has been sent-off twice this season. Two weeks ago in the 
Melbourne derby against South and the first time in his home town, at Seiffert 
Oval, against Canberra Cosmos. 

Not ideal, although the send-off against South Melbourne was a handball on 
the goal line (hardly the stuff of a hard men). 

At the moment he lives with his brother and cousin and concedes that the | 
first couple of weeks in Melbourne were difficult, not hard being away from the 
family, but doing housework! ~ - 

“The first couple of weeks I didn’t know how to cook or clean. Now it’s getting | 
better, I’m learning how to do it all, it’s a good experience.” | 

And at the Knights he is learning. Learning what it takes to be a top player, 
something he has the skills to achieve. 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 
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THOMASTOWN 0 Fak, Petrevski. Sherifoyski, Hollingsworth, 
Kings: Keogh, Valentic, Barbieri (Iebbiano). 
FAWKNER 3 Stojesvski, Everetts, Della Votes: 3-Hollingsworth 


> ed Rocca, Mazzini, Atanasovski (BK), 2-Fak (AM), 1- 
By John de Felice 


(sent off), | Gnjidic,  Stojcevski (BK). 


Pert Blues kicked 
off the season to a great 
start with a 3-0 victory 


over Thomastown Zebras ’ ane 
PORT MELB 0 t Partridge Reserve on 0" the Magic, scoring with 


SUNSHINE 1 5™¥- the aid of a deflection after a 


In the 34th minute erie we eine P 

——______Fawkner took the lead when lecmitouaa a first: hal 
By Dwyght Tuffnell Tony Sterjovski found ex- a4 after 27 minutes. 

Melbourne Knights player New signing Danny 

Grit Gere Ivan Duzel, who eluded his _ Oniidic provided a cross for 

Ja surprise win away to marker and struck his shot Anthony Barbieri whose 

Port Melbourne Sharks in past Mauro Raponi. Brat Gime ee pen Dares 


the opening game of the ermal should have 


1998 Premier League season 
at Anderson Reserve last been two goals ahead but an 
Friday night, amazing sequence of play 


kept the home side in it. 

Burly striker Eric 
Hollingsworth was one-on- 
one with McGrath but his 
shot hit the post. The ball 
rebounded back out to him 
but the best he could do was 
hit the upright again. 

The game was marred 


The Georgies, who have 
lost key players to other clubs, 
weren't expected to be a 
match for the Sharks who 
themselves have signed seven 
new players for the season. 

The only goal came after 
40 minutes, a penalty from ‘The Zebras tried to equal 
speedy Sunshine striker the scoreline with a Nick e : 
Anthony Magnacca. Lazarevski shot on goal in With a double sending off. 

He had been up-ended in the 49th minute, but Blues, Bulleen’s_— Zdravko 
the area by Sharks defender defender Paul Ferrante saved Atanasovski, playing against 
Roddy Vargas. off his own goal line. his old side, and Altona’s 

Port had already survived A cross by Sterjovski in Marjan Tasevski were both 
two good claims for a penalty the 79th mintue was met by dismissed by referee Hakan 
by the Georgies earlier, a fantastic diving header by | Ata2 after an off the ball 

The first one, on 23 Santo Emmanuele who  meident. 
minutes, seemed to be a scored to increase Fawkner Magic: = McGrath, 
certain foul when Magnacca lead to 2-0. Vasilevski, Tasevski (sent 
“was sandwiched between two Thomastown's frantic Off), Runje, | Micevski, 
Sharks defenders, attempts to score were Markovski _ (Velkovski), 

Magnacca was a constant nearly rewarded when Nick Rusmir, Sapazovski 
headache for Port Melboume  Cuculevski shot towards (Madarovski), Becvinovski, 
with his pace helping him on goal but Fawkner goalkeeper 
many dazzling solo runs. Maurice Gonzales pulled off 

‘A minute into the second an excellent save. 
half and Sharks keeper Sam In the 87th minute 
Frangos had the woodwork to Fawkner extended their 
thank when a Michael impressive lead when Eric 
Branov's free-kick crashed off Vassiliadis passed to Duzel 
the crossbar. who dribbled past the Zebras 

Sunshine had further defence to score the third 
chances through Magnacca —_ and final goal of the match. 
and Ahmet Gurpinar and kept Zebras: Raponi, Jolevski, 
the Sharks at bay at the other V. De Propertis, Cuculevski, 
end, reducing them to only Liucei, Nedanovski, 
two meaningful shots on goal _lacovitti, Boschini (D. De 
all night, both early in the first Propertis),  Lazarevski 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 
Round ‘Iz Port Melbourne Sharks 0 — Sunshine Georgies 1 (Magnacca) 
Moorabbin City 2 (Costa, Caniglia) — South Dandenong 2 (Mezensof 2) 
Altona Magic 1 (Rusmir) — Bulleen Inter Kings 1 (Barbieri) 
Thomastown Zebras 0 — Zebras 0 — Fawkner Blues 5 (Duzel 2, Emmanuele) 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 


Round 2: Saturday January 31: 


half. (Lakovski), Lingurovski, 
Sharks: Frangos, — Slifkas. 
Tsirtsakis  (Strapelias), Blues: Gonzales, 


Sonsini, Tsiakos, Tramontana, Di Sauro, P. 
Caimakamis, Giaccherini, Ferrante, Schipano, V. 
Latinopoulos, Argyriou, Ferrante, Bordignon (De 
Vargas, Tyrikos (Pappas), Santis), Vassiliadis, 


Temos. Emmanuele, Duzel, T. ‘ 
Georgies: Wardle, Byme, _ Strjovski (Recchi). Bentleigh Greens v Green Gully Cavaliers 
Branov, Kanesoulis, De Boni, __ Votes: 3-Gonzales (FB), (Kingston Health Soccer Complex, kick-off 6.50pm) 


Field, Krajacic, Gurpinar, 2-Duzel (FB), 1-Emmanuele 
Magnacca, Vassallo, (FB). 
Dragicevie (Cvetkovski). 
Votes: 3-Magnacca (SG), 
2-Kanesalis (SG), 1- ALTONA 1 


Caimakamis (PM). BULLEEN 1 


South Dandenong v Port Melbourne Sharks (Ross Reserve, kick-off 6pm) 
Sunday February 1: 

Preston Lions v St Albans Saints (Goodyear Stadium, kick-off 6pm) 
Fawkner Blues v Heidelberg United (Smith Reserve, kick-off 6pm) 
Sunshine Georgies v Thomastown Zebras (Chaplin Reserve, kick-off 6pm) 
Springvale White Eagles v Altona Magic (Serbian Sports Centre, kick-off 6pm) 
Monday February 2: 

Bulleen Inter Kings v Moorabbin City (Veneto Club, kick-off 8.50pm) 


By Zoran 
Milenkovski 


Itona Magic scored an 
equaliser seven 
minutes from time in the 
replay of last season’s 
Grand Final. 
Sava Rusmir was the hero 


PASCOE VALE THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


SportScen E Noy sone ene e Cen Enema & PRINTING (P39 sport Scene 
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ANSETT SUMIVMIER SERIES 


CROSSOVER ROUND 


VICS SURPRISE ~~ BRAVE FIGHTBACK "W's LATE GOAL 
Fe eee eae JUST FAILS es eee 


he Victorians opened later when a corner kick 
the scoring in the found Danielle - T= showdown continued to create good 


15th minutes when _Digliammarco on the edge SASI .........4 NNSW........2 between frontrunners chances. But five minutes 
Emma Rea fed a one-touch of the 18-yard box, and SA and NSW __ before the break it was SA 
ball into striker Silyana unchallenged, she smashed a T: three goal 15 McGovern gave the SASI The brave fightback for unfolded as a thrilling goal who took the lead for the third 


Cosic. fine volley into the net. minute rampage by girls a second goal, when NNSW continued when bonanza, the twogoingin at — time Black launching a long 

Beating the only ACT made a last ditch the South Australians Black converted the resultant Joanne Powell squeezed her — the break locked at 3-3 until ball forward from her own 
defender, Cosic was free to effort to pull the game back in the first half was the penalty. shot inside the near post from late winner declared NSW half and Thomas joining 
line-up her drive from 15 and this they did in the 87th decisive factor in this game, And only a minute later the just inside the box. the victor. sweeper Tann-Darby in 
metres, and her well taken minute when they were knocking out the brave deluge was completed when 3-2 and everything to play SA set the game alight pursuit. Thomas won the 
strike rocketed into the top awarded a penalty after Northern side, ‘Thomas blasted her shot past — for, but in the 76th minute the after just two minutes, contest, just managing to stick 
corner of the net. Traci Bartlett was pushed. Sharon Black set the tone the defence and Keeper on the  SASI side sealed the match Felicity Forby providing a _ a boot at the ball as the keeper 

The ACT side finally Australian international Lisa in the 7th minute when her _ near post. when sub Anna Ruotolo pinpoint cross and Natalie came out to challenge, the 


equalised in the 64th minute Casagrande took the penalty brilliant free-kick from 22 The shell-shocked beautifully floated in the ball Thomas finishing with a _ ball rolling off the inside of 
when a well floated corner and ‘Casa’ levelled the metres went in via the top Northern side were on the over the keeper from 20 fantastic backheader into the post and over the line. 


kick was missed by the scores. comer. ropes, 3-0 down, but they — metres out. goal. But NSW were not letting 
keeper Sarah Cooper, and In fact the Victorians Then, in the 21st minute, managed to pull one back just A great game by both Already starting to control _ slip and just before the beak, 
she nudged the ball home almost won it when a close- _shirtpulling by Traci before half-time through _ sides, with SASI coming out — the game territorially, NSW even the score at 3-3. Murray 
with her own body. range shot from Louise Bridgette Star. 4-2 on top ina thriller. drew level in the 15th minute eluded two opponents on the 


as a neat attacking exchange left touchline and laid off to 
was severed when Sarah Heather Garriock crossed first 
Walsh was taken down in the _ time deep to the far post. 
box. Anissa Tann-Darby Substitute Kristy Smith took 
made no mistake with the advantage of hesitation in the 
penalty, drilling ithome low. SA defence and at full burst 


The Victorians then Bisby was cleared off the 
snatched the lead 13 minutes line by Cooper. 


Ree ES NSW THRASH MAKOONS 


NSWIS .......4 QAS..........0 
dea QLD he frst goal ofthis encounter came in Yardin extended the lad witha spectacular 17.10 Gye jonq nahn “The second hall was all 


the 59th minute when a great ball from strike from 30 metres only six minutes later, oe alk otal the NSW. producing a constant 


ACTAS . GAS Co reel oc peated she scoreless 12 Boyd and Marsan respesivly se the Now Tlf lobbing beautifully run of shots against ther 
CT came away with ¢ Queensland defence, and the etree side completed the second halt blits of the oer the Keeper into the far opponent, Murray and Boyd 


valuable points looking attacker stretched the lead to on top comer from 24 metres out Were cuasing much of the 
the imuch’sharper ugamsé a (Wo in the 78th. minute: This opened the floodgates and Kaye opposition from north of the border. on the left. NSW created a danger, but the efforts all fell 


lacklustre Queensland, Receiving the ball 12 metres flurry of chances and wide or were gathered in by 
‘The home side dominated in front of goal Casagrande HOW GOOD IS equalised again six minutes the keeper, with one each also 
the match throughout, — blasted in her shot on the turn later. A Julie Murray shot on hitting the crossbar. 
stringing together some good past the keeper. the run from 12 metres could _Finally the breakthrough 
attacking plays, as their In a rare chance on goal, > only be parried down by the — with four minutes remaining. 
opponent failed to make any Queensland somehow came CK? keeper and the crumbs fell in A perfectly pliced comer kick 
teal headway when in away with nothing as a the path of Katrina Boyd who by sub Kelly Golebiowski to 
possession, Brooke Short shot was could not miss from six the near post found Boyd, 
Several dangerous chances blocked. SASI ........2 ACTAS........ metres. stronger in the challenge 
went begging before ACT The rebound bobbled The furious pace of the against the keeper and 
took the lead ‘seven minutes through into the danger area haron Black’s free-kick the second half but could goal, but that was to be the match did not let up and NSW _ heading in from a metre out. 
before half-time. Lisa and was not cleared by the was connected by not convert, and they payed _last scoring of the day as the = 
Casagrande played the comer defence, falling loose three © Kimberly Morris who for profligate finishing when side who converted their NNSW SNATCH : 
Kick from the right to Traci metres out. Georgette Leake opened the scoring in the Black made it two. chances, SASI, were the i tier 
Bartlett positioned away from had an empty net in front of 23rd minute. Lisa Casagrande made it _ victors, thanks in large part = 


the crowded box. A pinpoint her but fell over the ball, and ACT made four attempts 2-1 for the team from the _ to the brilliant finishing of 
backheader into the throng the danger was scrambled on goal in the early stages of nation’s capital with a late one Sharon Black. 
fell perfectly for Sarah away. 


Cooper to drive into the net Queensland finally scored 
from 10 metres. with two minutes to go, an 
In the second half ACT April Mann corner slipping 


continued to control play with through the keeper’s hands, 
Casagrande causing plenty of and Kim Revell on the spot to 


headaches’as she ran at the slot home, C HA N C E 8 
: = sues scr 
oe MI AV’ 


QAS.. 


TIGHT CLASH 


the bick o of the net inside nine second: 
From the Kick-off Leigh Terek 
rand after; ‘a couple of touches ae 
over the keeper beautifully from 22 
‘The crowd ‘was stil! buzzing a “NSW ‘made an 
: : 


-2  NNSW.. 


fantastic goal from Georgette Leak 

opened the scoring in the 18th minute 
— her brilliant first-time volley was pure 
class, 

The Maroons doubled their lead when 
Brooke Short just squeezed in a shot after 
some confusion in the opposition defence. 

Unfortunately in football you have to 
2 = take your chances, and this was 
vever against the run of play the Victor something the NSW side did not do, 
| ‘ : a however they did pull one goal back when 

nt ans, -——‘ii|_~—s sub Samantha Walsh calmly slotted home. 
; In the end the missed chances cost them 
the game. 


FRI 30 JAN: VIC V OLD 7pm 
SAT 31 JAN: QLD V SA 2pm 
SUN 1 FEB VIC V SA 4pm 


15 


eres WRAtaas 2-65 Br 


ENGLAND 


FOURTH ROUND 
Fa CUP 


Pat big guns Manchester United and 
Arsenal emerged with their reputations 
intact following Saturday’s matches in the 
fourth round of the English FA Cup. United 
thrashed second division Walsall 5-1 at Old 
‘Trafford while Arsenal held on to win 2-1 at 
first division promotion hopefuls 
Middlesbrough. 

Other Premiership sides to join them in the fifth 
round were Aston Villa, Leeds, Coventry, Wimbledon 
and Crystal Palace. 

Waisall went behind at Old Trafford after only 10 
minutes, Andy Cole firing in his 19th goal of the season 
for the English champions. Norwegian Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer ended the match as contest with United's sec- 
cond six minutes before the break. Cole grabbed another 
after 65 minutes and Solskjaer sealed an easy victory by 
sidefooting his second and United’s fourth four minutes 
later, Roger Boli, brother of former French international 
Basile Boli, grabbed a consolation goal for Walsall after 
72 minutes but almost immediately United defender 
Ronnie Johnsen made it'5-1 to complete the rout. 

Dutchman Marc Overmars shocked Middlesbrough 
with @ goal after just 68 seconds at the Riverside. Ray 
Parlour made it two following fine work from 
Frenchman Nicolas Anelka soon after. Former Arsenal 


player Paul Merson pulled one back for “Boro midway 
through the second half but Dane Mikkel Beck missed a 
late chance to eam Bryan Robson's side a replay. 

So! Campbell put Tottenham in front after half an 
hour against fellow Premiership battlers Barnsley at 
White Hart Lane, But Neil Redfeam’s penalty soon after 
the interval put the Yorkshiremen level and they held on 
to earn a deserved replay. 

Bruce Dyer, who had only four goals to his name this 
season before Saturday, fired a hat-trick to give Crystal 
Palace a 3-0 win over visiting Leicester at Selhurst Park. 

‘Two Dion Dublin strikes in the space of seven min- 
tutes before half-time secured a 2-0 victory for Coventry 
at home to Derby in another all-Premiership clash. 

Robert Molenaar put Leeds ahead against second 
division Grimsby on the stroke of half-time. Jimmy 
Hasselbaink made it a double Dutch treat for the 
Premiership side with a fine second goal 11 minutes 
from time as Leeds won 2-0, 

Second-half goals from Dwight Yorke (two) and Stan 
Collymore helped Aston Villa overcome West 
Midlands" rivals West Brom 4-0 at Villa Park. Simon 
Grayson had opened the scoring for Brian Little's men 
after just four minutes. 

Elsewhere, Neal Ardley’s fierce shot for Wimbledon 
after 62 minutes put paid to first division hosts 
Huddersfield, while Birmingham needed a last-minute 
goal to beat nine-man visitors Stockport 2-1 First divi- 
sion Sunderland’s 17-match unbeaten run went in a 1-0 
defeat at Tranmere and third division strugglers Cardiff 
held first division Reading 1-1. 

The matches between Charlton and Wolves and 


Ipswich and Sheffield United finished 1- I 

Aston Villa 4 WBA 0 
Grayson (4) 

Yorke (62, 64) 

Collymore (72) 

Birmingham City 2 Stockport City 1 
Hughes (32, $4) Armstrong (66) 
Cardiff City 1 Reading 1 
‘Nugent (47) Asaba (56) 
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Chariton Athletic 1 


Jones (64) Richards (47) 
Coventry City 2 Derby County 0 
Dublin (38, 45) 
Crystal Palace 3 LeicesterCity .. 0 
Dyer (33, 62, 66) 
Huddersfield T 0 Wimbledon 1 
Ardley (62) 
Ipswich Town 1 Sheffield Uta 1 
Johnson (45) Saunders (82) 
Leeds Utd 2. Grimsby T 0 
Molenaar (45) 
Hasselbaink (79) 
Manchester Utd 5 Walsall 1 
Cole (10, 65) Boli (72) 
Solskjaer (39, 68) 
Johnsen (74) 
Middlesbrough 1 Arsenal 2 
Merson (62) ‘Overmars (1) 
Parlour (19) 
Tottenham H 1 Barnsley 1 
‘Campbell (30) Redfearn (59p), 
‘Tranmere R 1 0 
Parkinson (77) 
DIVISION ONE 
Bradford 1 Swindon 1 
Edinho (23) Hay 90 
Oxford Utd 1 Portsmouth 0 
Beauchamp (90) 
Port Vale 2 CreweA 3 
Naylor (1) ‘Smith (2p) 
Porter (72p) ‘Whalley (33) 
Foran (41) 
QPR 0 Notts Forest 2 
PWDLFAWDL F APts 
NForest 2811.2 1 3213 6 4 4 14 1257 
Middlesbro’ 27 8 3 2 24.9 7 4 3 20 1552 
Charlton 2710 2 1 2913 5 3 6 222250 
Sunderland 26 7 4 2 23107 3 3 201449 
SheffUtd 2710 3 0 26103 7 4 171949 
Wolves 21.9 4 02711 4 2 8 10 1645 
WBA 2778 2 414104 4 5 13 1542 
Stockport 278 4128134 1 9 172441 
Birm'ham 275 5 3127 5 5 4 201240 
Swindon 28 8 3 3 23143 3 8 102739 
Bradford 28 6 6 2 1513 3 5 6 12 1638 
Norwich 276 4 4 1417 4 2 7 13.2236 
Crewe 28 4 2.8 152346 2 6 19 1934 
QPR 286 6 3 16122 3 8 14.2933 
Reading 275 4 5 19203 5 5 8 1833 
Ipswich 24 4 4 13123 7 4 17 1532 
Stoke 215 3.5 17223 5 6 121932 
OxfordU 28 6 4 4 18.14 2 2 10 15 2830 
PortVale. -28 5 4 6 1817.3 1 9 13 2429 
Hud'sfield 274 3 6 16173 4 7 14 2328 
ManCity 274 3 7 1815 3 3 7 131727 
Tranmere 26 5 4 4 1814 1 4 8 10 2026 
Bury 213.74 12141 6 6 122125 
Pmouth 275 2 7 2025 1 3 9 102023 
DIVISION TWO 
Bournemouth 0 — Oldham Athletic 0 
Brentford 1 Watford 2 
Bristol City 0 Northampton 0 
Bumley 1 Southend 0 
Carlisle Utd 3. Bristol R 1 
Luton Town 1 Fulham 4 
Plymouth A 3 Wigan 2 
Preston 0 Chesterfield 0 
Wycombe 2 Blackpool 1 
York City 2 Millwall 3 
PWDLFAWDIL F APt 
Watford 28 9 3:1 24119 4 2 209 61 
BristlC 2812 2 1 3110 6 3 4 201159 
Fulham 28761167 5 2 7 212044 
BristolR 28 6 1 6 2022 6 6 3 21 2043 
Nhampton 28 9 3 2 2111 2 7 5 111443 
Oldham 219 4 0 2813 1 7 6 12 1841 
Grimsby 26 7 42217 4 4 5 15 1641 
Ches'field 29 7 6 1 17102 8 5 10 1341 
Gillingham 28 7 4 3 19 14 3.4 7 16 2438 
York 288 2 420131 9 4 141938 
Millwall 275 4 5 1716 6 1 6 16 1938 


B’mouth 287 6 2 19 8 2 4 7 15 2237 
Wrexham 26-5 6 2 1815 4 4 5 141537 
Blackpool 28 8 4 2 2215 2 2 10142936 
Walsall 27 4 219103 2 8 112136 
Wycombe 28 6 6 2 20142 4 8 15 2534 
Preston 2% 6 3 5 15123 3 8 182133 
Wigan 76 3 425213 2 9 15 2332 
Luton 24382314 5.4 121332 
Carlisle 28 5 3 6 1819 3 2 9 202729 
Plymouth 285 4 5 24221 6 7 11 2028 
Southend 29 5 5 5 1820 2 1 1 123527 
Brentford 29 6 4 4 2217 0 5 107 3327 
Bumley 28 5 7 2 16121 2 11 102527 

DIVISION THREE 
Bamet 3 Colchester 2 
Brighton 1 Scarborough 1 
Cambridge 1 Chester City 2 
Darlington 3 Exeter City 2 
Doncaster 0 Macclesfield 3 
Hartlepool 0 — Rotherham 0 
Hull City 3 Peterborough 1 
Lincoln City 3 Notts County 5 
Rochdale 0 Leyton Orient 2 
Scunthorpe 1 Swansea 1 
PWDLFAWDIL F APts 
NottsCty 29 8 4 2 241410 4 1 27 1562 
y 29 3.23012 4 7 3 221749 
Barnet 2 8 4 32514 6 3 5 17 1849 
Scarboro’ 29.10 2 3 3017 4 4 6 18 2448 
Rotherham 28 7 3-3 2821 5 7 3 181546 
Chester 28 9. 4 1:22 6 5 0 9 19 2846 
Exeter 29967223135 5 4211945 
Mac'field 28 11.3 0257 1 6 7 15.2345 
Torquay 299 23.2513 3 6 6 16 2544 
LeytonO 28 8 3 3 2511 4 4 6 131343 
Lincoln 28 5 5 4 1819 6 5 3 15 1643 
297 8 025122 7 5 15 2042 
Colchester 29 9 3 3 2516 2 4 8 223140 
25 4 5 1618 5 2 7 16 1936 
Mansfield 276 6 2 26172 4 7 9 1434 
Cambridge 28 6 4 4 24201 7 6 141932 
Darlington 27.8 5 12917 0 3 10 8 2632 
Cardiff. 2739 21313 3 5 5 13 1632 
Shrewsbury 277 1 5 2118 1 6 7 16 2431 
Rochdale 298 1 5 23111 1 13 9 3029 
Swansea 28 4 4 5 11 11 4 0 11 15.3028 
Hull 29.6 4 42722 1 1 13 133126 
Brighton 281 6 8 12223 4 6 121822 
23.8 8 290 3 11104412 


SCOTTISH FA CUP 


{ Biter Richard Gough came to Rangers’ 
rescue against first division Hamilton with a 
dramatic last-minute winner as the Scottish 
giants scraped into the fourth round of the 
Scottish Cup on Saturday. Danish star Brian 
Laudrup, back after about of tonsillitis, picked 
out veteran defender Gough, who clipped a shot 
over keeper Andy McCondichie to clinch a nail- 
biting 2-1 win against the rank outsiders. 
Hamilton had taken a sensational lead in the 
32nd minute through Steve McCormick before 
Scotland international Gordon Durie equalised 
ten minutes later, But the nine-in-a-row Scottish 
champions found the first division side difficult 
to break down even though Hamilton went into 
the match without a win in their last eight 
Jeague games. 

Celtic were also made to struggle against first divi- 
sion opponents before Darren Jackson came off the 
bench to ease the Parkhead’ outfit into the fourth round 
with a 2-0 win over Greenock Morton. The Scottish 
international struck seven minutes from time to finally 
Kill off a spirited challenge from the visitors. Celtic had 
got off to a flying start when they went a goal ahead 
after only six minutes through Norwegian striker Harald 
Brattbakk. 

But there was embarrassment for Premier Division 
Motherwell who were held to a 1-1 draw at third divi- 
sion strugglers Dumbarton, A late penalty from Lee 
Sharp earned Dumbarton a replay (tonight) and left 
Motherwell ruing a string of missed chances. 

Hibernian suffered an even greater upset when they 
crashed out of the competition after crashing 2-1 at 
home to First Division promotion contenders Raith 
Rovers. The Hibs fans jeered their team off the pitch 


and Hibernian boss Jim Duffy said: “I can’t blame t 
supporters for their reaction. They haye every right) 
criticise and its very sad because we're a club of gr 

In other matches, Dundee United beat Aberdeen’ 
in the all-Premier Division clash at Tannadice wh 
Hearts saw off Division Two leaders Clydebank 2-0,, 

Tt was a disappointing day for the last remaining nt 
Jeague representatives with Edinburgh City crashing ‘ 
at Dunfermline and Annan Athletic going down 8-1 
Inverness Caledonian. 


Airdrie 2 Ross County 
Mephee (17) Haro (42) ti 
Cooper (21) Ferguson (83) bo 
Alloa ‘Ayr United ¥ 
Ferguson (12, 64, 89): 
Celtic 2. GMorton 
Brattbakk (6) 
Jackson (83) a 
Dumbarton 1 Motherwell 
Sharp (76p) McSkimming (47) 
Dundee United 1 Aberdeen 
Winters (14) 
Dunfermline 7 Edinburgh City 
Miller (3) Foggo (17) 
Robertson (7) Nolan (88) 
‘Smith (33, 61, 69, 73p, 78) 
Hamilton 1 Rangers 
McCormick (32) Durie (42) 
Gough (90) 
Hearts 2 Clydebank 
Flogel (31) 
Weir (61) } 
Hibernian 1 Raith Rovers ’ 
McGinlay (22) Millar (10, 21) 
Inverness Thistle 8 Annan Athletic 
Wilson (14, 84). Montgomerie (8) 
Stewart (17) 
‘Thomson (20, 55) 
Robson (38) 
Leslie (740g) 
Shearer (86) 
Livingston 3 Albion Rovers 
Forrest (8) Watters (29) 
Duthie (21p) Sinclair (44) 
Harvey (55) Ross (89) 
Queen/South 1 Stirling Albion 
Weir (38) Bone (41, 80) 
Tait (65) 
St Johnstone 1 Partick Thistle 
Kermaghan (3) 
Stenhousemuir 1 Falkirk : 
Little (63) Hagen (5) 
Moss (33) 
Crabbe (80) 
Stranraer 0 Kilmarnock 
Vareille (45) 
Roberts (49) 


Fa CUP THIRD ROUNI 
REPLAY DATES 


January 27 (tonight) 

Ross County v Airdrieonians 
Motherwell v Dumbarton 
Wednesday: January 28 
Albion v Livingston 


BELGICM 


Beveren Lommel 2 
Haelbeke 3 Sint-Truiden 1 
Westerlo 2 Club Bruges 2 
aS 0 Mouscron 0 
Standard Liege 2 Charleroi 0 
au 1 Lokeren 0 
1 Germinal Ekeren 1 
ee 1 Bendkacht Aalst. 
Molenbeck 2 Anderlecht 2 


PWODLF A Pts 


ie 19 16 3 0 49 13 SI 
19123 4 41 23 39 

Harbeke 19.9 8 2 36 20 35 
Ekeren 19 10 4 5 32 22 34 
Lommel 198 S 6 31 26 29 
Anderlecht 19,8 5 6 27 23 29 
ren 19°9 0 1036 40 27 
ierse 975 731 27 26 
Alt 197 4 8 32 32 25 
S.Tmiiden 196 6 7 18 23 %4 
Charleroi 19 6 5 8 2 35 23 
Ghent 195 8 6 29 28 3 
Standard 1995 7 7 2% 27 2 
esterlo 19577 2 36 2 
Mouscron 195 5 9 19 26 20 
folenbeek 194 3 12.2 51 15 
jeveren 19 3 6 1019 33 15 
Antwerp 19 2 4 13.21 38 10 


ENGLAND 
Fa CUP UPDATE 


Manchester City 1  WestHamUtd 2 
Kinkladze 59 Berkovic 28 

Lomas 76 
Stevenage Bor 1 Newcastle Utd 1 
Grazia 42 Shearer 3 


4974 GERMANY 

4978 ARGENTINA 
4982 SPAIN 

4986 MEXICO 
4990 ITALY 
4994 USA 


5TH ROUND DRAW 


Arsenal - Crystal Palace 
Aston Villa - Coventry City 
Ipswich Town or Sheffield United - Cardi City 
or Reading 
Leeds United - Birmingham City 
Manchester United - Tottenham Hotspur or 
Bamsley 
Stevenage Borough or Newcastle United - 
‘Tranmere Rovers 
West Ham United - Sheffield Wednesday or 
Blackburn Rovers 
Wimbledon - Charlton Athletic or 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
Ties to be played on February 14 or 15 1998 


GREECE 


Apollon Panathinaikos 5 
Proodeftiki 3 kee 2 
Olympiakos 4 Athinaikos 0 
PAOK 1 Iraklion 0 
Kalamata 1 Xanthi 2 
Kavala 2 Ethnikos 1 
Panabaiki 0 Tonikos 1 
Veria 0 Iraklis 1 
Panionios 3. Pyrgos 1 

PWDLF AP 
Olympiakos «19. 16: L-2- 52-15 49 
EK 19 15 2 2 40 17 47 
Panathinaikos 19 15 1 3 47 18 46 
PAOK 19 12 4 3 34 19 40 
Tonikos 911 4 4 31 18 37 
Salonika 1910 4 5 2% 19 34 
Iraklion 983 8 3 34.27 
Xanthi 198 3 8 34 34 27 
‘Apollon 197 4 8 21 26 25 
Panionios 19 7 2 1025 26 23 
Paniliakos 195 6 8 25 31 2 
Proodeftiki 19 5 4 1020 35 19 
Panahaiki 19 6 1 1218 33 19 


Ay corm 


Veria 19 5 2 12 21 33 17 
Ethnikos 19-5 1.13-42>27 16 
Athinaikos 199 4 3 12 14 30 15 
Kalamata 93 4122 27 13 
Kayala 19 3 3 13 2 39 12 


ITALY 


sPesnce's Zinedine Zidane, with two 
goals in the last 20 minutes of a 3-1 win 
over Atalanta, lifted Juventus to the top of 
Serie A for the first time this season, as 
Inter Milan were held 1-1 at Empoli. 

Zidane headed his first less than a minute after 
the visitors’ Nicola Cacia had equalised Antonio 
Conte’s 64th minute opener. The midfielder's 
second came in injury-time — a fierce 20-metre 
strike. 

Inter needed a remarkable 81st minute goal 
from the halfway line by Uruguayan Alvaro 
Recoba to avoid their second successive league 
defeat, after Carmine Esposito had given Empoli 
a third minute lead. With 38-points from 17 
matches, Juventus have taken a one-point lead 
‘over Inter, who had led Serie A from the start of 
the season. 

Udinese are three-points adrift of Inter 
following a 3-0 home win over Vicenza that 
included two goals from German Oliver Bierhoff. 

At the Olympic stadium, Czech Pavel 
Nedved’s 41st minute shot was enough for Lazio 
to defeat Bologna and lift the Rome club into 
fourth place after eight wins in their last nine 
league and Cup matches. Parma, fourth at the 
start of the day, dropped to fifth after a 2-1 defeat 
at Brescia, for whom Dario Hubner scored both 
goals. 


Bari 2 Napoli 0 
Brescia 2 Parma 1 
Empoli 1 Inter Milan 1 
Juventus 3 Atalanta 1 
Lazio 1 Bologna 0 


1974 GERMANY 
1978 ARGENTINA 
1982 ITALY 
1986 ARGENTINA 
1990 GERMANY 
1994 BRAZIL 


MARCONI TRAVEL, SEA AIR TRAVEL & JOHNNY WARREN 
THE MOST EXPERIENCED TOUR OPERATORS IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE 
WORLD CUP FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT INVITES YOU TO JOIN US AND 

SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TEAM IN FRANCE 1998 


gs 


tee 
2 Game eal 


Teen easen 


Talent 
LUcNe TAIT 


seein a fe rep = Prat Gam. bons an 


AC Milan 0 — Fiorentina 2 Boayista 385 8 5 18 18 23 
Piacenza 1» Lecoe 0 —Camp'repe © 18-6 5 7 25 26 23 
Udinese 3. Vicenza 0 Braga Wis 5. mh 2 
Setubal 18 5 6 7 20 20 21 
PWDLF APts Farnse 18 4 8 6 21 25 20 
Juventus ITM S 1 39 14 38 Academicd = «18 4.-7-7«*15:-19 19 
InierMilan 17 18 4-2-3215. 37 Varcim 18 4 6 8 14 28 18 
Udinese 17 10 4 3.33 25 34 Chaves 17321213 28 I 
Lazio 179 4 4 30 15 31 Belenenses = 171: 10:9 27-9. 
Parma 785 431 19 29 
Fiorentina 117 6 4 36 2027 
Sampdoria 167 5 4 33 29 26 $I IN 
AS Roma 16 6 7 3 26 17 25 , 
25 Real Betis 2 Celta Vigo 0 
AC Milena 176 6 5 20 18 4 i 
Bari TG aar 152307002 See Ae Otlece o 
2 i ; o 
Vicenza 11°6 93-8 19-2 3391 Real Sociedad © Ais Real Madrid a 
Nie 17 & 2 8 24 28 20 SPoming Gijon 1 Mallorca 3 
ery ee ran Nae 6 — Racing Santander 1 
Bologna TH a ie ie ay Lisbon 9s 
Empoli Tara or 97! S16 eee a 
fe HRB pw oer am 
Naa Visbi a ¢ RelMadid 22127 3 38 22 43 
Barcelona 2013.2 5 46 30 41 
Real Soc 2 10 9 3 33 19 39 
PORTUGAL AlMadid 2210 7 5 46 28 37 
AtlBilboo «22:9 «494-30 24-96 
Estrela 1 Maritimo 1 CeltaVigo = 22.10. 4B 3127 4 
Leca 3. Salgueiros 0 Espanyol 289527 15 33 
Sporting 3 Farense 2 RealBetis «209-6 5.28 25 33 
‘Academica 2 Guimaraes 1 Mallorca 28 8 6 2 19 32 
Setubal 1 Boavista 2 Zaragoza 278 731 38 29 
Porto 4 Varzim 3 Valencia 28 4 1031 2 28 
Camp'rense 1 Benfica 2 Oviedo 26 106 2B 2 2% 
Racing 21693 327 
PWDL FAP — Merida 2 6 6 1020 32 24 
Porto 18 14 4 0 43 18 46 Deportivo 24 6 20 23 3 
Guimaraes 18 10 2 6 24 13.32 Compostela 21.5 8 8 28 34 23 
Sporting 18 8 7 3.21 12 31 Valladolid = 216 «5 9 19 28 23 
Benfica 1B 8 6 4 26 17 30 Salamanca 21. $6 10:17 25 21 
Rio Ave 17 8 4.5 25 21 28 Tenerife 21-5 6 10 18 32 21 
Maritimo 18 7 47 20 2025 SponGijon 220 3 1919 51 3 
Leca 18 7 4 7 20 20 25 
Salguciros 18 6 6 6 21 20 2% 
a 18 6 6 6 20 2 2% 


(Prices par pervont 
(match Category 5 
8 statcn Category 2 
‘8 tasecn Canopory 1 
‘Singhe Supplement 


: Ed Were coeaS 60 pres. 


eee 
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February 7. 


‘According to sources from Chile — 
where the national coach Nelson 
‘Acosta is preparing the squad for the 
Hong Kong, New Zealand, Australia 
and England tours — Salas, Zamorano 
and Rozental will join the squad on 
February 5, just in time for the match 


against the Australians. 


The latest inclusion, Sebastian 


COLOMBIA IN 
BIG LEAD-UP 


Rozental, was a surprise because the 
player has been out of action for over 
‘one year after suffering a serious knee 
injury playing for Rangers in the 
Scottish league. 

Acosta, a.great motivator, invited 
Rozental to join the team to help him 
recover “mentally and physically” after 
a painful absence from the World 
Game. 

“[ want him in the team because he 
is a great player, a great human being, 
with a brilliant future ahead of him, 
and because he will be a great asset for 
us during the 1998 World Cup in 
France.” 


SOUTH AMERICA ® 


— Compiled by Mario Erchart — 


CHILEAN STARS 
COMING TO AUSTRALIA: 
DON’T MISS OUT! 


jouth American 1997 ‘Player of 

the Year’ Marcelo Salas, Inter 

Milan star striker Ivan Zamorano 

= and Glasgow Rangers forward 
Sebastian Rozental will travel to 

‘Australia with the Chilean national 

team to face the Socceroos at 

Melbourne’s Olympic Park on 


bee Argentine national 
team has played a total 
of 715 international 
matches. They include 
friendly internationals, 


great future. All of them will have a 
chance to show what they are capable 


of,” added Acosta. South American 

‘Among the younger brigade are championships, World 
Manuel Neira, a little player with a | CUPS, and _ other 
great ability and extraordinary pall | international tournaments 
eontrol, while defender Paolo Vivarisa | such as the Inter 


Continental. and Kirin 


skilful and fast footballer who knows 
how and when to overlap down the left 
flank. 

Both Neira and Vivar were among 
the best 20 players during the last U/20 
South American championship held in 
Chile last year. 


Since the beginning of 
the century, until the end of 
the South American 1998 
World Cup qualifying 
rounds, Argentina have won 


Ecuador 


Egypt 
El Salvador 
Saudi Arabia 
ihe Colombian national Apart of all the Scotland 
team will play.three mentioned matches, Slovakia 
matches against Mexico, Colombia will play another Spain 
Ireland and Germany as _ three friendly internationals USA 
part of its build up at home — in Bogota, Rest of the World 
preparation for the 1998 Medellin and Cali. France 
World Cup. They will face The Colombians are in Wales 
aa Mexico on March 11 in Group G of the World Cup, Greece 
San Diego, USA, Newcastle along with with England, Haiti 
United in England on Romania and Tunisia. Holland 
March 22 and Northern _ After the failure in Hungary 
i Ireland , in Belfast, on USA’94, national coach India 
H March 25. Hector Dario Gomez is England 
Five days later the South attemping to have the best 
Americans will face preparation for France’98 Northern Ireland 
Germany in Frankfurt and with the aim of improving Israel 
then they will play Belgium on the previous World Cup Italy 
in Brussels on June 4. campaigns. Japan 
- Morocco 
i ? % Mexico 
[ Nigeria 
Fi Norway 
i Paraguay 
! Peru 
; Poland 
} Portugal 
ie Republic of Ireland 
W. Germany 
Romania 
b South Africa 
cf Sweden 
di Switzerland 
Vv Former USSR 
ar Uruguay 
— Venezuela 
et Faustino Asprilla could play for Colombia against his Batistuta and Cannigia: In the days when long hair was Yugoslavia 
former Geordie team mates at Newcastle. not frowned upon in the Argentine national team. 
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€RGENTINE 
FOOTBALL: AN 
HISTORICAL ANALYSIS 


373 of the 715 matches, 
drew 179 and lost 163, 
scoring 1,365 goals and 
letting in 783. 

They have played 166 


‘And the national coach believes 

Chile will startle the pundits at the Lee iy w D 
World Cup. “We will surprise many i i 

people because from now until the ened (Rest ot Coe : i ° 
‘competition we will improve in many Australia 5 3 1 
areas, mainly in the tactical aspect of Austria 2 1 1 
our game. I wasn’t happy with some of Belgium 4 3 0 
our games during the South American Bolivia "A 18 1 
qualifying rounds, but we have enough Brazil 81 ai 20 
time the reach our best in the opening Bulgaria 8 a) 0 
match against Italy. 

“This tour will help us to polish our ae u . i 
game and find the right balance in all Chile 68 «46 17 
our lines. We have some experienced China 1 0 0 
players and some youngsters with a Colombia 1 9 4 

Concacaf 1 0 
Rest of America 1 0 
South Korea 1 0 
Ivory Coast 1 0 
Costa Rica 3 
Croatia ) 
Denmark 0 


Dae RH OP OP BE HGNe beth 
Soden Bete USS BE ROSES EN NT 


1 
11 
1 
1 
4 
12 
2 
1 
16 
2 
1 
85 4824 
age 23ee 10 
Ae eee 
5 Sg ell 
5 ede 
135 6-2 
SES 1 
1 Deg: 
1 0 0 
(es) th 
ase 6. 
166 73 4 
Cceeepies0, 
8 3 2 


has 


against 
‘Unuguayans. 

Their most 
been 
Argentines only winning 
one game, losing five and 
drawing six. 

The following are the 
statistics of all internation 
matches 


Argentina, 


BwaH--Bu-o-oo & 


times against arch-tival | 
from the River Plate, 
Uruguay (the Uruguayans 
winning 73, losing 41 while 
the other 52 were draws). 
Argentina scored 259 goals 
198 for 


Italy; 


played 


1 
144 «16 
3 1 
3 1 
13 4 
9 20 
6 1 
3 1 
21 18 
2 1 
0 1 
18490 
Ty, 38 
19 10 
1 5 
6 il 
18 18 
10 5 
1 1) 
2 3 
10 1 
11 A 
259 «(19 
43 é 
12 et 


the 


difficult rival 
the 


by 


8 


2 0 
3 1 
if 5 
6 2 
10 4 
65 19 
135° (12 
16 6 
0 1 
wh 10 
5660 
0 1 
42 21 
2 1 
AY il 
3 1 
4 0 
8 3 
0 0O- 
1 3 
58. 19 
6 ) 
2 0 
vl 3 
4 3 
6 0 
9 8 
24 6 
1 2 
9 7 
1 0 
4 it} 
4 1 
4 {9 
16 s) 
0 


By Joo Russo 


NAPOLI’S HARD 
LUCK 


‘apoli just can’t turn a trick these 
days and it seems that their 
‘supporters are far from impressed, 

After their recent 0-3 home loss to 

‘Brescia their so-called ‘supporters’ set fire 
to a section of the grandstand — for the 
second time this year! 
© Behaviour like this can never under any 
‘Circumstances be condoned. One must look 
at the deeper social problems in Naples to 
‘even attempt to explain this behaviour — 
‘and then still wonder why the ‘San Paolo” 
‘stadium should be the innocent victim, 
* As for Napoli, the football team, very 
little in the way of positives can be said 
gbout them this season. They are last on the 
erie A ladder (and by a fairly long way). 

In Naples, the locals believe that their 
Saint ‘San Gennaro” performs a miracle 
twice a year — but even one of his miracles 
-won’t be enough to save them from 
Frelegation, 


| VIDUKA TO ITALY? 
i 


Migr, recent reports in the 
3 talian media have Socceroo Mark 
‘Viduka linked to Napoli. 
Croatia Zagreb were apparently keen on 
“selling him for a healthy profit, and Napoli 
rere said to be very keen on buying him, 
ut Viduka himself was said not to be so 
iterested in the move, 
~} Viduka’s reason was that he didn’t want 
play for a team that next year will be in 
ie Serie B. And who could blame him? 
‘The writing is on the wall — Napoli are 
med. Napoli, in season 1998/99, will be 
in the Serie B for the first time in living 
memory. 

Funny how when things go wrong ina 
“club the coach gets the blame, But even that 
excuse won't wash any longer with Napoli 
_fans. 


= 
| Mark Viduka: Linked with a move to 
Serie A. 


| You see, Napoli are already on to ther 
third coach for the season. After five 
rounds, Bortolo Mutti was sacked, then 
‘Carlo Mazzone left after a month or so and 
then Giovanni Galeone was appointed. 

Galeone is Neapolitan, he has Serie A 
experience with Pescara and Perugia and he 
appears to be the right man for the job, yet 
fimours abound that his days are numbered 
and that Mutti will be recalled, 

It is simply a case of musical chairs — 
joa, 8 case of musical chairs on 
Serie A’s equivalent of the Titanic. The 
jcoach is always an easy scapegoat. 
' Galeone’s recent innovation has been to 
‘close the doors on their training sessions, 
Ibut I wonder who would want to watch 
ithem train, most supporters can’t even be 
{bothered going to their games every second 
‘Sunday! 
‘Yes, this is the same club that in 1984, 


when they signed Diego Maradona from 
Barcelona, 70,000 fans turned up to his first 
training session. 

Yes, this is the same club that won ‘Lo 
Scudetto’ in 1987 and 1990, won the UEFA 
Cup in 1989 and the Italian Cup in 1987. 

And finally this is the same club that a 
couple of weeks Diego Maradona was 
interested in returning to as club President, 
While the idea was laughed at then, it is 
probably a case now of if ever he returns, 
the sooner the better, for all concerned at 
Napoli. 


ZENGA RETIRES 


fter nearly two seasons in the MLS in 

the USA comes news that former 
Italian national team goalkeeper Walter 
Zenga has retired, He will be 38 in April. 

Zenga started his career in the Third 
Division with Salemitana back in 1978, He 
moved to Savona in 1979 and then to 
Sambenedettese in 1980. 

Tn 1982 he was purchased by Inter to be 
Teserve keeper to, then Italian international 
keeper Ivano Bordon. When Bordon moved 
to Sampdoria the following year Zenga 
became ‘Numero Uno’ at Inter. 

In 1994, in a swap deal that involved 
Gianluca Pagliuca going to Inter, Zenga 
then took his place at Sampdoria. 

He had two miserable seasons there, 
where he was dogged by injury and spent 
most of time on the sidelines, and finally, a 
move to the USA. 

Zenga played over 60 games for Italy, 
including two World Cups, in 1986 as a 
Squad member and 1990 as their first choice 
keeper. He also played for Italy in Euro “88 
in Germany. 

Zenga was a flamboyant character, he co- 
hosted his own television show in Italy but 
most of all he was a brilliant keeper. Many 
— including his critics — would say at the 
time that at his peak he was the world’s 
best. 

Th post-war Italian goalkeepers he was 
one of the very best Perhaps surpassed only 
by the legendary Dino Zoff. 

Good luck to you Walter in your 
retirement — football will certainly miss a 
character and personality like yourself, 


RAVANELLI 
RUMOURS 


fter only a couple of months since his 

transfer from Middlesbrough to 
Olympique Marseille, rumours abound 
that Fabrizio Ravanelli will return to 
Italy. 

AC Milan is said to be very interested in 
his services. While there is no shortage of 
strikers at the club, Ravanelli would be a 
valuable addition to any team. Watch this 
‘Space for further developments. 


Lz 
ao 
Fabrizio Ravanelli: Is the ‘White 
Feather’ on the move again? 


SERIE A 
THIS WEEK 


Ts week is Round 18, with the main 
game in Florence between Fiorentina 
and Udinese. 

Two of the Serie A’s best and in-form 
strikers will be at opposite ends, Gabriel 
Batistuta from Fiorentina and Oliver 3 
Bierhoff (Udinese), both pictured right. a 


“aa 
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FIXTURES 


Fiorentina — Udinese 
Bologna — Atalanta 
Brescia — Inter 


Lecce — Juventus 
Milan — Piacenza 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


NOW 


3736 


HEat 
49 Globe-Point Road 
“GLEBE NSW 2037 

ia 5736 
“Bie. Wo: aTA001676 
‘SHOP 36 Compess Centro, 
Appian Way, BANKSTOWN NSW 2200 
PH7-9796 2761 9796 2853 


Napoli — Lazio . : : 
ee sph Batistuta: Can the great Argentinian 
= help his beloved Fiorentina to Blerhoff; Will the German win the 
Vicenza — Sampdoria victory over Udinese this weekend? battle of the strikers? 
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fter years of coming second 

Manchester United finally cracked 

the major prize in 1952. During a 

season of only eight losses and 95 goals the 

title returned to the rebuilt Old Trafford. 

‘The season had started well with Jack 

Rowley scoring 8 hat-trick in the first two 

games, and by the end of the campaign he 

- had bagged 30 goals, which was a club 
record for United at the time. 

Four points behind were north London rivals 

Tottenham and Arsenal. Goal percentage left 

Spurs second, despite having dropped three 

points to Arsenal. At the bottom Huddersfield 

4 and Fulham were relegated, the London side 
winning only threeaway game: 

‘The Second Division was a tight affair. Om 
April 26 the top of the table read Wednesday 
52 (thanks in main to Derek Dooley’s 46 goals 
in 30 appearances), Birmingham 49, Cardiff 
47, Forest 47, although Cardiff had two to play 
compared to the others’ single match to go. 

On that day the three teams in with a chance 
of second spot all won at home. Cardiff then 
played a week later and defeated Leeds 3-1 to 
go into second place on goal percentage. At the 
bottom, six teams finished within three points 
‘of each other, with Coventry and QPR the 
unlucky sides to go down. 

Lincoln City and Plymouth Argyle won the 
North and South of the Third Division 
respectively. 

~The North had a new team in its ranks. New 
Brighton had failed to gain re-election and 
were replaced by Workington and with 
Shrewsbury transferring to the South this 
completed the change of clubs. 

Workington finished bottom of the league 
and in the 1970s failed re-election themselves, 
(they are now playing in the Northern Premier 
League), In the Third Division South Walsall 
finished rock bottom. 

Newcastle faced Blackburn, and Arsenal 
stood between Chelsea and a Wembley 
appearance. Both of the semis ended in a draw 
with only two goals scored between the four 
sides. 

‘United won their replay 2-1 but Chelsea 
were less fortunate, losing 0-3 to the Gunners. 
‘The Final at Wembley was in front of another 
crowd of over 100,000 and a close game 
ensued, Bobby Mitehell, Newcastle’s left 
winger, was always difficult and went on a run 
right through the ‘Arsenal defence, only to shoot 
straight at the last defender, Still Arsenal had 
not Tearnt and soon Mitchell was to put ina 
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- Austria: SK Rapid Wien 
Belgium: FC jegeois 
Bulgaria: CDNA Sofia (Cup — Udarnik Sofia) 

France; OGC Nice (Cup double) 
East Germany: Turbine Halle (Cup — VP Dresden) 
‘West Germany: VfB Stuttgart 
Holland: Willem 11 Tiburg 
Italy: Juventus FC 
Poland: Unia Chorzow (Cup — Kloejarz Warszawa) 
Portugal: Sporting CP (Cup — Benfica) 
Romania: CCA Bucuresti (Cup double) 
Russia: Spartak Moskva (Cup — Torpedo Moskva) 
Spain: CF Barcelona (Cup double) 
Sweden: IFK Norrkoping 
Switzerland: Grasshopper Club Zurich (Cup double) 
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‘cross from the left that George Robledo headed 
home. 

With keeper Ronnie Simpson unbeaten 
when referee Mr Ellis blew full-time, and the 
FA Cup was presented to Newcastle United by 
Winston Churchill. This match was to fall in 
the shadows behind one of the greatest Finals 
ever played — that game taking place at 
‘Wembley the following year. 

For the third time in three years, and fourth 
in five, Merthyr Tydfil won the Southern 
League, Weymouth made ita closer tussle than 
it first looked by going unbeaten in their last 13 
matches. The only reserve side left in the 
League was that of Exeter, after Torquay left 
the league. 


Hastings finished bottom of the league,” 


conceding 131 goals in 42 games, although this 
‘was to mark a partial turning point in the clubs 
fortunes! 

Hereford took Guildford on in the Cup Final 
and won 5-1 over the two legs. For Hereford 
United it was their first cup success. 

Hibernian proved winning the Teague was no 
fluke by retaining the title in 1952. They 
finished four points clear of Rangers, who had 
now gone 14 seasons (including wartime 
campaigns), without missing out on one of the 
top two spots in the Scottish League. East Fife 
finished a very credible third. At the bottom 
Stirling Albion once again found themselves 
changing divisions after winning only five 
games all season. Down went Morton also, 
after losing 2-0 at home to Motherwell on the 


final day. 

Clyde and Falkirk went straight back up, 
repeating the feat of ‘Albion Rovers and Stirling 
Albion the previous year. Ayr United finished 
two wins out of the second promotion spot, but 
it was still an improvement of eleven positions 
on the previous ‘campaign. 

The League Cup Final was @ great game 
with Dundee victorious by & scoreline of three 
goals to two over Rangers, who were to remain 
trophyless for a second successive season as 
they lost to Motherwell in the SFS Cup in the 
fourth round (1-2 in a replay). 

Dundee went in search of a ‘cup double’ 
after defeating Third Lanark 2-0 in the semis. 
The other game went to & second replay with 
Motherwell finally putting Hearts to the sword, 


3-1. 

‘The Final, at Hampden Park, was blow out 
with ‘Well winning 4-0, thereby {lifting the Cup 
for the very first time. 


ENGLAND 


LEAGUE TABLES 
DIVISION 1 

PWDLFA WD L F APts 
lP’*mouth 42 15 3 3 5521 8 8 5 4031 57 
Tottenham 42 16 1 4 4520 8 8 7 3131 53 
Arsenal 42 13 7 1 5430 8 4 9 2631 53 
Portsmouth42 13 3 5 4225 7 5 9 26 33 48 
Bolton W 42 11 7 3 35 26 8 3 103035 48. 
aston Villa42 13 3 5 49 28 6 6 9 30 42 47 
Preston NE42 10 5 6 49 22 7 7 7 35 32 46 
Newcastle 42 12 4 5 52 28 6 5 10 36 45 45 
Blackpool 42 12 5 4 4027 6 4 it 24 37 45 
Chariton A42 12 5 4 4124 5 5 1 27 39 44 
Liverpool 42 6 11 40.3025 6 8~*7 26 36 43 
sunderland 42 8 7 4128 7 6 8 29 33 42 
WBA 8 4 3829 6 4 11 36 48 41 
Burnley 9 6 32:19 6 4 1124 44 40 
Man. C 7 9 29928 6 8 7 29 33 39 
Wolves 8 is 4 8 9 334038 
Derby Co 2 5 3 13 204337 
|Mid"boro, 5 3 2 16 27 63 36 
Chelsea 8 4 5 12 214336 
stoke C 4 4 1 16 155631 
Hud’field 9 1 5 15 174728 
Fulham 9 3.4 14 2045 27 


DIVISION 2 

PWDLFA wD L F APts 

Isheff Wed 42 14 4 3 GP fama fae et 48 43 53 
Cardiff 42 18 2 1 52 15 2 9 1020 39 51 
BirhamC 42 11 6 4 36 21 103 8 3135 St 
Nott’ham F42 12 6 3 4122 6 7 8 3640 49 
Leicester 42 12 6 3 4824 7 3 11:30 40 47 
LeedsU © 42:13 7 «1 4515 5 4 12 24 42 47 
Everton 42 12 5 4 4225 5 5 112233 44 
LutonT 429 7 54835. 1, D 31 43 44 
RthamU 42 11 4 6 402 6 4 33 46 42 
Brentford 42 11 7 3 M20 4 5 12 2035 42 
shelf U 42 13 2 6 57 28 5 3 13 33 48 41 
West Ham 42 13 5 3 4g 29 2 6 1319 48 41 
sth'pton 42 11 64 4025 4 5 12 21 48 41 
Blackburn 42 11 3 7 35 30 6 3 1219 33 40 
INottsCo 42 11 5 5 4527 5 2 14 26 41 39 
Doncaster 429 4 8 2928 4 8 9 2632 38 
Bury 42 132 6 43 22 2 5 14 2447 37 
Hull C 42115 5 44 23 2 6 13 164737 
swanseaT 42 10 4 7 45 26 2 .8 112750 36 
Barnsley 42 8 7 6 3933 3 7 1120 39 36 
Coventry 429 5 7 36 33 5 1 15 23 49 34 
}QPR 428 8 5 3535 3 4 14 17 46 34 
DIVISION THREE NORTH 


Lincoln C 69, Grimsby T 66, Stockport Co 59, Oldham A 
157, Gateshead 53, Mansfield T 52, Carlisle U51, Bradford 
(0, Hartlepools U 50, York C 49, Tranmere R 48, Barrow 
46, Chesterfield 45, Scunthorpe U 44, Bradford C 42, 
Crewe 42, Southport 41, ‘Wrexham 39, Chester 39, Halifax 
iT 36, Rochdale 35, Accrington S 32, Darlington 31, 
| Workington 29. 
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DIVISION THREE SOUTH 


Plymouth A 66, Reading 61, Norwich C 61. Millwall 58,4) 
Brighton & HA 58, Newport Co 54, Bristol R 52,40 
Nosthampton T 49, Southend 48, Colchester U 46, 
Torquay U 44, Aldershot 44, Port Vale 43, Bournemouth 

42, Bristol C 42, Swindon T 42, Ipswich T 41, Leyion olf 
at, Crystal P39, Shrewsbury T 36, Watford 36.4 
Gillingham 35, Exeter C 36, Walsall 31. m 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE d 


Merthyr Tydfil 60, Weymouth 57, Kidderminster Horriersiq” 
MF Guildford City 52, Hereford United St, Worcester City \ 
3f Kettering Town, Lovalls Athletic 46, Gloucester City = 
36, Bath City 44, Headington United 43, Bedford Town ee 
40. Barry Town 42, Chelmsford City 40, Dartford 39. 

ft 


Tonbridge 36, Yeovil Town 35, Cheltenham Town 34, 
Exeter City (Res) 33, Llanelly 32, Gravesend & Northileet 
31, Hastings United 11. 


SCOTLAND 


DIVISION A 

PWD iL F A Pos 
Hibernian 30 20 5 5 92 36 45 
Rangers 30 16 9 5 61 3 AL 
East Fife 30 17 3. 10 71 49 37 
Hearts 30 147 «9 69 53 35 
Raith R 0 mlaiees, sath ts: 42 33 
Partick T 30 12 7 «+I 48 SI 31 
Motherwell 30 12 7 «WW St 57 31 
Dundee 30 11 6 13 53 52 28 
Celtic 30 10 8 t2 52 55 28 
Queen of South 30 10 8 12 50 60 28 
Aberdeen 30 10 7 13 65 58 a 
TT Lanark 30 9 8 13 Si 62 26 
Airdrie 30 11 4 «15 54 69 26 
St Mirren 30 10 5 15 43 58 25 
Morton 30 9 6 15 49 56 24 
Stirling A 30 5 5 20 36 9 15 


READY 


DIVISION B 

PWDULFA 
Clyde 30 19 6 5 100 45 
Falkirk 30 18 7 «5 80 34 
AyrU 30 17 5 8 $5 45 
Dundee U 30 16 5 9 75 60 
Kilmarnock 30 16 2 12 62 48 
Dunfermline A 30 15 2 13 74 65 
Alloa 30 13 6 MM 55 49 
Cowdenbeath 30 12 8 10 66 67 
Hamilton A 30 12 6 12 47 51 
Dumbarton 30 10 8 12 SI 57 
St Jonstone 30 9 7 «+14 62 68 
Forfar A 30 10. 4 16 59 91 
Stenhousemuir 30 8 6 16 57 a 
Albion R 30 6 10 14 39 57 
Queen’s Park 30 8 4 18 40 62. 20 
Arbroath 30 6 4 20 40 83 16 


Compiled by 
Micky Brock 


TRANSFER 
NEWS 


lottenham have solved the 
mystery over Andy 
icliffe’s medical bill. 
; ‘The England defender’s 
we to Spurs was wrecked by 
a iedical which showed an 
es injury and this week he 
eived an invoice for $1,000 
the London Independent 
Hbspital. 
Everton manager Howard 
indall said; “We are treating 


Palace have also signed 
French central defender 
Valerien Ismael, for $5.5 
million, and they are interested 
in Newcastle’s unsettled 
Georgian Temuri Ketsbaia. 

Sheffield Wednesday may be 
forced to abandon their $3.2 
million signing of Macedonian 
international Goce Sedloski. 
The Hajduk Split centre-back 
agreed the move seven weeks 
ago before his medical revealed 
a pelvic problem. Wednesday 
manager Ron Atkinson 
proposed a revised deal based 
on an independent assessment of 
the player's condition but the 
Hillsborough club have so far 


with Chelsea manager Ruud 
Gullit to let him play for France 
tommorow night and thereby 
miss the Coca-Cola Cup semi- 
final against Arsenal. 
Wimbledon manager Joe 
Kinnear fears that football's 
governing body will deliver 
another hammer blow to their 
Premiership cause next week by 
tuling that striker Marcus Gayle 
can join Jamaica’s Gold Cup 
squad in preparation for next 
month's tournament in the US. 
David Mellor has won the 
backing of Minister of Sport 
Tony Banks to continue as 
chairman of the Government’s 


Frank Leboeuf will plead England could push Brazil all 


the way in the World Cup Finals 
this summer. Beckenbauer, who 
won the 1974 World Cup as a 
player and coached Germany to 
the 1990 title, said that although 
Brazil were justifiable 
favourites it was not casy to 
defend the title. 

Swindon manager Steve 
McMahon yesterday received 
the dreaded vote of confidence 
from his chairman. 

Blackburn have moved for 
Parma’s Argentinian striker 
Heman Crespo, whose place has 
been put in jeopardy by the 
arrival of Faustino Asprilla. 


: whole thing as a bit of a joke 

returning the bill to 

‘ham, 

} This is as comical as the 
ints when the deal was first 
ig negotiated,” 

‘Tottenham issued a statement 
today, saying: “The invoice 
meyer actually reached 
Meta, 

‘The hospital, without 

nce to us, mistakenly sent 
invoice for the medical costs 


Perhaps Alan Sugar has 
jised a cunning plan in a bold 
to stop players transferring 
mn knowingly injured? 
Fulham are waiting to hear if 
the $1 million signing of 
heffield Wednesday star 
Wayne Collins will go through. 
The deal was halted when 
ins said he was owed 
xy by Wednesday, 
Meanwhile Crystal Palace 
‘afe competing with Premiership 
lampions Manchester United 
the services of Carlisle's 
standing young striker Matt 
jsen and have invited him for 
ial next week, 

- The 20-year-old Carlisle 
striker has already had training 
fins at Derby and Manchester 
United. 

Derby, though, have been put 
by the asking price of more 

$3 million but United were 
Ne and may make a firm 


Swedish international Tomas 

srolin has signed with Palace 
until the end of the season but 
he is short of match fitness, 


failed to reach a settlement with 
the Croat club. 

Savo Milosevic was transfer- 
listed by Aston Villa for spitting 
at his own fans, and Chelsea 
have signed Cannes defender 
Laurent Charvet (on loan) for 
the rest of the season. 

Faustino Asprilla has 
completed his $12 million-plus 
retum to Parma. 

Middlesbrough manager 
Bryan Robson has claimed he 
has not given up in his bid to 
sign Coventry striker Dion 
Dublin. 


OTHER NEWS 


Ae and England 
ceeper David Seaman 
is out for three weeks after 
breaking a finger, 

West Ham boss Harry 
Redknapp is confident he will 
escape disciplinary action by the 
Football Association following 
‘a bust-up at Tottenham. 

Jamie Stuart, the former 
Charlton defender, was today 
found guilty of misconduct at an 
FA drugs hearing and ordered to 
undertake three — months 
counselling and rehabilitation. 

Coventry boss Gordon 
Strachan has called for the 
introduction of professional 
referees in the hope of raising 
the standards of officials in this 
country. 

England’s 2006 World Cup 
bid will suffer if Arsenal go 
ahead with a possible move to 
‘Wembley, it has been claimed. 


Football Task Force. 

Manager Ray Harford has 
been give a double boost after 
learning that David Bardsley 
and Trevor Challis will end their 
injury nightmares by playing for 
the reserves . 

Arsenal have no future at 
Highbury if they are refused 
permission to increase the 
capacity of their famous old 
ground. And David Dein has 
stood down from his various 
footballing positions(Arsenal 
director and he has links with 
the PA) after it was announced 
the club were considering a 
move to Wembley, which may 
have been construed as a 
conflict of interest had he 
remained with the Gunners and 
the Football Association. 

‘Steve McManaman fears he 
may be at the centre of a 
conspiracy to undermine his 
standing with Liverpool after 
another report from Spain that 
he is destined for Barcelona. 

A last-minute bid for 
Manchester United sponsorship 
by Cable and Wireless, the 
communications giant, has 
taised the stakes in the 
Manchester United shirt 
sponsorship race with an 11th- 
hour bid. 

Premiership referees have 
been told to send-off more 
defenders whose foul play 
prevents goals — especially 
goalkeepers who bring down 
‘opponents outside the penalty 
area, 

Franz Beckenbauer said 


Celebrity Book Review 


By Anissa Tann-Darby, Australia’s most capped female soccer international. 


AND IN 
SCOTLAND... 


PST, WANNA 
BUY A CLUB? 


irst Division side Falkirk 

have been put up for sale 
— without chairman George 
Fulston even knowing about 
it, 


‘An over-zealous supporter 
decided to give the promotion- 
chasing outfit a hand in 
attracting new investors by 
placing an advert in the 
Financial Times. 

It read: ‘Challenging Scottish 
Football Club For Sale. Around 
$1 million secures more than a 
business.” 

Before he knew it, a shocked 
Fulston had received three faxed 
enquiries as prospective buyers 
responded to the $900 ad. 

He said: “There is no doubt 
the guy is a genuine Falkirk fan 
who really believes he is trying 
to help out but this is not the 
way to go about it. 

“T thought it was my lucky 
day when the fax started going 
with all these people asking for 
information about the club — 
then my son called to tell me 
about the advert in the paper 

“I was stunned. There were 
three notices of interest but they 
were from agents who do this 
kind of thing no matter what 
business is for sale.” With 


ADVOCAAT 
TIPPED FOR 
IBROX 


mer Rangers manager 

Graeme Souness offered 

an informed hint as to the 

identity of the Ibrox club’s 
next man at the helm, 

Now in charge of Portuguese 
giants Benfica, Souness, after 
revealing he remains in close 
contact with Rangers chairman 
David Murray, predicted Dick 
Advocaat will succeed Walter 
Smith. 

Advocaat is the current coach 
of PSV Eindhoven and has 
previously taken control of the 
Dutch national side, thus 
matching the credentials Murray 
has set down for the post. 

Souness, writing in the 
Rangers News, managed 
Rangers between 1986-91 
launching them on their way to 
their present run of domestic 
dominance and insists he still 
follows the clubs progress. 

He wrote: ‘I understand there 
are a few big names being 
thrown about in the press but 1 
think PSV Eindhoven coach 
Dick Advocaat could well be 
the man to succeed Walter 
Smith. 

‘T still speak to Walter and 
David Murray and have a lot of 
family in Edinburgh who keep 
me informed. 

“Being manager of Rangers 
is a unique job.” 

As we all know, being the 
manager of Rangers can take 
you a long way ... Merseyside, 
Turkey,Southampton, 
Portugal. 


SCOTLAND'S 
MOST 
WANTED 


Wis: high-calibre 
coach to take over 
Scottish Women’s football 
team in bid to qualify for 
World Cup. Attractive salary 
and car on offer to successful 
candidate. 


ji Sir Les — An Autobiography 


Author: Les Ferdinand 


t first this book reads as though it was aimed 

it the primary school reader, but having 

tinued reading until the end, it should not be 

mmended for children that young as they are 

it such an impressionable age. You would not 

ant them to believe that all professional 
footballers are so self-centred and 

‘As there is no ghost writer acknowledged in the 

text perhaps this is true, because I have never read a 


book with so many ‘Is’ init. 


__ Ferdinand repeatedly tells the reader how good a 
layer he is and gives excruciating details of all the 
als he scores (without mentioning the players who 


es, 

‘An example of the arrogance that pervades this 

ig when he reveals that Terry McDermott, then 
fh of Newcastle, called him to the club for an 

‘Urgent meeting (the arrival of Kenny Dalglish). 

‘Ferdinand told him he couldn’t come as he was 


washing his car, and, almost triumphantly reveals that 
he eventually agreed to go but arrived 40 minutes 
late! The fact that Newcastle paid him thousands of 
pounds per week to play for them seems 
inconsequential. 

There are many examples of this sort littered 
throughout the book (examples of him not being a 
good professional). 

‘The book is title ‘Sir Les’, which is his nickname 
within the game. Ferdinand says he doesn’t know 
why he got the nickname, but after reading the 
numerous examples of how good a player he is, or the 
put-downs of fellow pros, it’s not hard to guess why 
some of the older players christened him this in the 
dressing room. The sad thing is that he doesn’t realise 
is never wrong and the blame is left on the other it. 
is = Not a book to read unless you are a passionate 
Ferdinand fan or want to read another version of 
Keegan's character and, overall, a sad addition to the 
biography section, giving football books a bad name. 

Where is Gary Nelson's “Left Foot Forward’ when 
you need it! 
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Such an advertisement could 


be posted by the SFA shortly 
but it would remain to be seen 
whether male chauvinism 
precluded a rush of applicants. 
Craig Brown last night 
confirmed the likelihood of a 
full-time appointment, along the 
lines described, as part of the 
SFA’s strategy for developing 


auspicious start, winning 7-0 in 
Estonia and 5-1 in Lithuania 
with a game in the Czech 
Republi being scheduled for 


“the following month, the 
Scottish women are due to play 
three home matches which will 
decide whether or not they 
advance to the next stage of 
their tournament, 


the women’s game, 

‘What he could not speculate 
upon is who, from the long list 
of coaches on the SFA’s list, is 
likely to be interested in a role 
currently filled on a part-time 
basis by Miller Hay. 

Tommy Craig, lain Munro 

and Eamonn Bannon are names 
which come to mind, all of them 
being suitably qualified and out 
of work. Hay himself could be 
considered, assuming he were 
prepared to give up his post as a 
PE teacher. 
“The thing is that guys 
brought up in the men’s game 
would have to appreciate this is 
a completely different job, a real 
career change,” Brown 
commented. 

“In saying that, there are 
those out there with a good 
coaching pedigree who, you 
would have thought, could see 
this as a good opportunity to get 
back into the game.” 

The SFA, having absorbed 
women’s football into their 
structure last year, are hopeful 
that the Sports Council will fund 
the appointment to Brown's 
technical department. 

“We can’t really define the 
actual role until the financial 
aspect of the issue is settled,” he 
added, “but, ideally, we want 
somebody full-time and with a 
Suitable profile,” 

The projected job carries 
exciting opportunities, what 
with the Scottish Women's 
squad bidding to reach the 
Finals of the World 
Championship in the USA next 
y 


jear. 

‘Their initial qualifying group 
comprises Estonia, the Czech 
Republic and Lithuania, all 
three were drawn in Scotland’s 
section for the Buropean 
Championships. 

The Scots have made an 


‘SCRAPPER’ 
STENSAAS 


tale Stensaas has resolved 

to battle for a future at 
Rangers in the face of efforts 
to sell him only six months 
into a four-year contract. 

The Norwegian full-back has 
failed to impress since signing 
for $3.5 million from Rosenborg 
last summer, and moves are 
already underway to cut short 
his stay in Scottish football. 

But Stensaas insists that life 
in Glasgow is perfect for him 


and announced his 
determination to win back a 
place in their first team. 


Lillestrom were the only 
Norwegian First Division club 
to express an interest in taking 
the player back to Scandinavia, 
yet Stensaas has no intention of 
making a backward step. 

“] will definitely not go back 
to Norway,” Stensaas told 
Bergens Tidende. “I am very 


satisfied being in Glasgow 
Rangers. 

“T have four years on my 
contract at the club. I will stay at 
the club because I am happy. 

“I have been out of the 
team for a couple of games, 
now I am going to fight to get 
my position back in the team. 
Tam happy in Glasgow.” 

Stensaas has been unable to 
gain the full confidence of 
Tbrox management as his non- 
appearances for the Old Firm 
games would suggest, while 
supporters also doubt the 
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ihe Greek 
FA has 
: stepped up its 
/ efforts to find a 
replacement for. 
2 departing 
il national coach, 
Kosta 
Polyhroniou, 
who retired 
after the 
team 
failed to qualify for France 98. 

‘The FA is hoping to attract a high profile 
coach and according to recent reports they 
have their sights firmly set on incumbent 
Romanian coach Anghel Iordanescu 

“The Angel’ is no stranger to Greece, 
having played part of his career in her sun 
drenched soccer fields, and is reported to be 
interested to return to his old stomping 
grounds as his contract expires during the 
summer. 


Returning to Greece? 


‘The main obstacle appears to be his 
contractual demands, as he is currently 
receiving $140,000 for ten months work 
with the Romanians, who have offered him 
an extension on his existing contract. 

With qualifying matches for Euro 2000 
starting in September both national teams 
are keen to determine who will be at the 


Catch all 
& the 


helm come Autumn as soon as possible. 
ann 


lowing the ill-fated steps of Georgios 
Donis to England are Theodore 
Zagorakis (midfield international) and 
Paris Zoumboulis who both have been 
linked with Leicester City. 

Although Zoumboulis is still involved in 
preliminary talks, Zagorakis has in fact 
signed a contract with the club, with PAOK 
and the English club still negotiating the 
transfer deal. 

Zagorakis is very impressed with the 


Zagorakis: Bound for Leicester 
Filbert Street set-up and despite Donis’ 
problems with Blackburn Rovers, is 
confident of seeing out his three year 
contract worth $550,000 per annum, plus 
incentives and bonuses. 

However PAO’s unreasonable demands 
destroyed the hopes of George X 
Georgiadis’ moye to Italy earlier in the 
season, so it remains to be seen if the 
midfielder actually realises his hopes of 
plying his trade in Talia. 


ihe draw for Euro 2000 was made 
during the week and the news seem 
favourable for the national team. 

Ina group containing Norway, Albania, 
Latvia, Slovenia and Georgia, Greece must 
surely be favoured to finish the qualifiers as 
top dogs or at least as one of the best 
runners-up. 

Ci 


e 
Realistically only the vastly improved 
Norwegians should provide any quality 
opposition but, as Italy found out on their 
way to the World Cup, even the minnows 
can provide unforseen stumbling blocks. 


Ox. the weekend Olympiakos, AEK, 

Panathinaikos and PAOK celebrated 

a rare milestone — 1,250 league games 

since the formation of the professional 
in 1980. 

‘And another record equalled over the 
weekend, veteran Panathinaikos striker, 
Hristo Vazehe, achieved the rarest of 
milestones — he equalled the club record 
for most goals scored in the National 
League. 

Hristo scored his 11th league goal of the 
season and 180th of an illustrious career 
spanning 225 league games for the Greens 
to equal the existing record held by 
legendary striker Adonis Adoniadis who, 
ironically, also played for Panathinaikos in 
the 70s and 80s, and was part of the great 
team that contested the European Cup Final 
against Ajax in 1972. 

Presently he lies in seventh place in the 
all-time National League standings and still 
trails the mighty Thomas Mavros’ (AEK) 
total of 223 career league goals. 
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Pii 
ihe race for ‘Player of the Year’ is 
hotting up and, as always it seems, 
the stars from the big clubs are 
dominating. 

With the indifferent form of earlier 

Tonikos, there is only one player 
in the top ten (current standings) who does 
not play for AEK, Olympiakos, 
Panathinaikos or PAOK. 

‘The lucky player is Iraklis ace leoroklis 
Stoltidis, who is in fifth place on 46 points 
and he trails leaders Hrislo Vazeha (PAO 
striker) on 47 and Ilias Atmatsidis (AEK 
goalkeeper) on 50, And the winner is ... 


Vazeha : Seen here scoring his 
180th and record equalling goal. 


Grate of winners and leaders, a 
quick glance at the leading scorers’ 
table reveals a breathtaking battle being 
played out in the playing fields of Athens. 

All top five strikers are from Athenian 
clubs and considering the intense rivalry 
between the fans, the rivalry is just as bitter 
and intense on the park. 

Leading the parade is Ilia Ivic of 
Olympiakos, with 15 goals in 18 league 
games, Demis Nikolaidis of AEK is 
breathing down his neck with 14, followed 
immediately by two Panathinaikos players, 
George X. Georgiadis,13, and Hristo 
‘Vazeha on 11. 

Considering their clubs also occupy the 
first three places in the league, can the 
competitiveness and excitement get any 
stronger? And as always the answer is an 
‘emphatic YES! 
ane 


(6 tiles note, a physical bust-up 
etween coach Dusan Bayevic of 
Olympiakos and his star player, Ilia Ivic, 
has escalated out of all proportion and 
resulted in the coach handing in his 
resignation during the week. 

Although relations between the two have 
always been strained, a fiery clash of words 
after the game against Ethnikos forced the 
coach to leave the club. 

Club President Petros Kokkalis has 
stepped in to resolve the matter but seems 
doomed to failure. Details next week ... 
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HAVELANGE V 


PELE 


FIFA president Joao Havelange paid a 
glowing tribute to his own administration 
and took a swipe at Pele. 

“As a player Pele gets 10 out of 10,” 
Havelange, 82, told a news conference for 
foreign correspondents based in Rio. 

Asked for his opinion of Pele as a person, 
Havelange replied: “Does he administrate 
anything? He does advertisements for two 
companies, I administrate. I do not do 
advertisements for anyone.” 

Relations between Havelange and Pele, 
often called the world’s greatest player and 
now the Brazilian government's sports min- 
ister, have been cool for several years. 

Havelange confirmed he was standing 
down in June to devote more time to his 
grandchilden. 

He praised FIFA’s general secretary Sepp 
Blatter, who is seen as a possible replace- 
ment for Havelange even though he has not 
confirmed he intends to stand. 

“He speaks French, Spanish, Italian, 
German, English and Portuguese and he 
writes in all of those languages,” Havelange 
said, 


Pele: 
The great man has been criticised 
by Havelange. 


“He has done courses in administration 
‘and courses in sport and he has been a 
colonel in the Swiss army.” 

“He is a very capable man with all the 
qualities and he has shown for these 23 
years his capabilities. He always arrives at 
seven in the morning and leaves at seven in 
the evening.” - 

Havelange said FIFA would rake in $4 
billion from the 2002 and 2006 World Cups. 

“If you count all the publicity companies, 
television networks and everyone else who 
gain from football, I can guarantee that in 
the world, we give employment to 450 mil- 
lion people. 

“f you put each one in a family of five, 
that makes 1,5 billion, which is one quar- 
ter of the world’s population. Total rey- 
enue for football is $260 billion a year,” 
he claimed, 

“When I took over as president, we didn’t 
have $20 in the petty cash box and we 
didn’t have a headquarters,” he said. 

“Now, we have four properties in the 
chicest part of Zurich, which is the best city 
in Switzerland.” 

“| have achieved my mission, trying to 
administrate well and being proud to say 
that I am Brazilian.” 


GUATEMALA IS A 
RIOT 


A scuffle between two soccer players 
sparked a riot between rival teams and 
their fans, leaving 72 people injured and 


a score of cars wrecked at the capital’s 
Mateo Flores soccer stadium, authorities 
said. 

Martin Machon of Comunicaciones and 
German Ruano of Municipal started trading 
punches on the field, minutes after the game 
ended in a 3-0 victory for Comunicaciones. 

Other players, coaches, trainers and fans 
quickly joined in, spreading the free-for-all 
to the bleachers, dressing rooms, bathrooms 
and ultimately the parking lot! 

It took 300 police officers and volleys of 
tear gas to quell the riot, according to offi- 
cials. 

Afterwards, the fire department broadcast 
an announcement saying it had about a 
dozen children who became lost in the 
chaos and were being held at headquarters 
until their parents picked them up. The fire 
department reported the number of injuries. 

‘Mateo Flores stadium was the scene of a 
stampede — due to overselling — that left 
80 people dead and more than 200 seriously 
injured in 1996. 


CLOUGHY’S 
UNG’ CHARGE 


Former Nottingham Forest manager 
Brian Clough was charged with misconduct 
by the Football Association on Thursday for 
allegedly accepting illegal payments on the 
transfers of players. 

Former Arsenal chief scout Steve 
Burtenshaw has also been charged follow- 
ing his involvement in the transfers of four 
Scandinavian players in the early 1990s. 

Clough’s former assistant Ronnie Fenton, 
and Forest themselves, were also charged 
following the Premier League's ‘bung’ 
inguiry. 

But it is the charging of Clough, who has 
vigorously denied all along any involvement 
in illegal payments, that will cause the 
greatest shock in English football. 

‘As a manager with Derby and Forest, 
Clough became a legendary figure within 
the game before his retirement following 
Forest's relegation in 1994, having won vir- 
tually every honour in the game. 

But rumours about his conduct permeated 
throughout the game during his spell in 
charge at Forest and they broke into the 
open in 1993 during the High Court battle 
between Tottenham chairman Alan Sugar 
and Terry Venables. 

Sugar told the court that Spurs had paid 
Forest $100,000 to ensure the transfer of 
England striker Teddy Sheringham because 
Clough “liked a bung”. 

Those words brought into being the 
inquiry into the game which investigated 
more than 30 transfers in the late 1980s and 
early 90s. 


Five of those transfers, including the 
Sheringham deal, involved Forest with the 
report finding that payments had been made 
to club representatives in all these cases. 

Clough, who steered Forest to two 
European Cup triumphs, continued to deny 
vehemently that he had received any 
monies, challenging Sugar — “he’s just a 
spiv” — to make his comments again out- 
side of a courtroom, 

In an official statement, FA public affairs 
director David Davies said: “The FA is not 
looking for scapegoats. For too long the 
image of the national sport has been tar- 
nished by serious allegations, Now charges 
must be answered. The time has come to 
bring these matters to a conclusion.” 

Up until now George Graham had been 
the only man to pay the price for misde- 
meanours when he was banned from the 
game for a year for accepting money from 
Scandinavian agent Rune Hauge totalling 
425,000 pounds following the transfers of 
Pal Lydersen and John Jensen. 

Sports Minister Tony Banks, who had 
previously warmed that he would act if the 
Football Association did not, welcomed 
their “speedy response” to the Premier 
League report. 

Founder of the Football Supporters’ 
Association, Rogan Taylor, said that the 
results of the inquiry were “a recognition” 
that illegal payments had been going on in 
the game for some time. 

But Taylor added that he believed it was the 
supporters who had been swindled by the 
alleged actions of Clough and his co-accused. 

Taylor said: “You don’t wish any ill-will 
on a man who is obviously not a well men. 
But at the same time, as a fan, the origins of 
most of the money is the supporters. 
Certainly it was in those days.” 


BUNDESLIGA 
CLUBS FLOATING 


Top German soccer clubs are moving 
closer to the stock exchange listings which 
haye transformed some of their British 
counterparts in recent years. 

European champions Borussia Dortmund 
will have fulfilled the requirements for a 
bourse-listed company in 1998, said club 
president Gerd Niebaum. 

In Germany, mutually-owned clubs can- 
not at present seek a share listing and the 
German Soccer Federation (DFB) has bezn 
reluctant to change its rules to avoid widen- 
ing the gap between rich clubs and poor 
ones. 

But with pressure coming from big clubs 
such as Bayern Munich and Borussia 
Dortmund, it could allow the clubs to 
change their status sometime this year. 

If the DEB allows clubs to float, Borussia 
said they intend to retain a majority of 30 
percent and one share. Up to 80 percent of 
the remaining capital would go to institu- 
tional investors. 

Dortmund have also fulfilled the manage- 
ment requirements for a bourse listing, 
Niebaum said. 

Karl-Heinz Rummenigge, vice-president 
of German champions Bayern Munich, said 
his club also met bourse requirements. The 
main motive for its listing would be the rais- 
ing of fresh capital for a new stadium. 

Bayern would also seek its listing in 
accordance with a Soccer Federation model, 
in which the club retains a majority holding 
cof 50 percent and one share. 

In this way the identity of the club is 
safeguarded and a hostile take-over ruled 
out, Rummenigge said. “FC Bayem is pie- 
pared and fit for the bourse.” 

Franz Beckenbauer, who was re-elected 
as Bayern president for a three year-term 
last November, said a share listing was 
among his priorities. 

“We have to wait for what the DFB 
decides in October,” he said, referring to the 
body's next annual meeting in which it is 
expected to allow the clubs to change their 
structures. 

“Jn any case, we are prepared and we will 


transform the club into a publicly traded 
company in this decade,” Beckenbauer said. 
“The next step will be a listing on the stock 
exchange.” 

Niebaum said that Dortmund achieved 
sales of around 130 million marks in the 
1996/97 season, while Rummenigge said 
Bayern saw sales of 165.4 million marks. 

Several British clubs have gone public 
over the past few years, most notably 
English champions Manchester United, who 
were floated in 1991 and have become one 
of Britain's 250 biggest quoted companies. 

Flotation’s have proved to be a successful 
way of raising capital for lange, high-profile 
clubs like Manchester United and 1997 F.A. 
Cup winners Chelsea. Other clubs have seen 
their shares fall below their issue price, 
matching the teams’ lack of success on the 
field. 

But some observers have urged caution 
before rushing into a bourse listing underlin- 
ing the fact that once a club has become 
joint stock company investors have a say in 
lub issues such as the buying and selling of 
players depending on how they are seen to 
be affecting the share price. 

The Italian bourse regulator ‘Consob’ 
announced in December that Italian soccer 
clubs would be allowed to follow their 
British cousins’ lead and pursue stock 
exchange listings, even if they did not have 
three years of profits under their belts. 

And at least six top level Italian clubs 
have already expressed an interest in a 
bourse flotation. 

Clubs in the Netherlands, France, 
Denmark and Switzerland have also 
expressed interest in making their debut on 
their respective stock exchanges. 


ENGLAND KEEPER 
OUT 


England and Arsenal goalkeeper David 
Seaman has cracked a bone in his finger 
and will be out of action for around three 
weeks. Austrian Alexander Manninger is 
expected to take Seaman’s place. 

‘Seaman, England’s first choice goalkeep- 
er, is also likely to miss a World Cup warm- 
up match against Chile at Wembley on 
February 11. 

‘The custodian was injured in Arsenal's 
recent 2-2 league draw-at Coventry. 


David Seaman: Out for three weeks. 


YOURS ... FOR 
$200 MILLION! 


Spanish Second Division side Levante 
have placed a world record price on their 
16-year-old Vicente Rodriguez Guillen — 
$200 million. 

The club, who have signed him up till 
2003, stepped in after Spanish champions 
Real Madrid said they were interested in the 
teenage striker, who trains with the senior 
team but still plays in the junior league, 
though he is paid $45,000 a year. 


STASI REPORT 
Rising German midfield star Dariusz 
Wosz said that reading his file compiled 
by the Stasi, the East German secret 
police, was “fabulous ... like a good 
ary.” 


diary. 

The 28-year-old Bochum midfielder, a 
former East German international who 
scored on his international debut for the uni- 
fied German side against Israel in February 
1997, spent the traditional Bundesliga mid- 
winter break reading the 150 page file. 

“They are fabulous to read, like a good 
diary,” Wosz said. 

“There are contracts in there which I had 
signed, forms, receipts, absolutely every- 
thing. They even knew how I had decorated 
my flat. It is unbelievable what's in there,” 
he added. 

Of the 150 pages 60 are text, filled with 
information that the Stasi obtained from 
Wosz's colleagues and ‘friends’. 

The rest are graphs and diagrams — 
sketches of who sat where and when. 

“They noted everything, Even the table 
we always sat at in the Mokka Milk Bar, my 
favourite pub in Halle,” Wosz wryly 
observed, 

The Stasi was a state within the state, 
Anyone in the public eye, or who was con- 
sidered ideologically unreliable in the eyes 
of East Germany's Communist rulers, was 
targeted and watched closely for any ‘sus- 
pect’ behaviour, 

Agents shadowed their movements and 
took meticulous notes about their lifestyles, 
about even the most mundane of things. 
Friends, neighbours, workmates — even 
spouses — were signed up to spy on them. 

‘They often did so voluntarily, others 
were blackmailed into doing it. In Wosz's 
case 14 people passed on information about 
him, all using codenames; he has uncovered 
the identities of four of them. 

The Stasi codename given to Wosz, 
known in Bochum as ‘Magic Mouse’ for his 
short stature and sharp skills, was ‘Talent’, 

Like many East Germans, after the late 
Erich Honecker’s regime collapsed in 
November 1989 he took up Bonn’s offer to 
look at his secret dossier, waiting months 
with everyone else for the backlog of appli- 
cations to be processed. 

“J have no particular use for them now 
because there is nothing really nasty in 
them. 

“J am more amused than angry. But some 
files are missing, those from 1980 to 1986 
and the last months before the fall of the 
(Berlin) Wali, We are keen to see what they 
say,” Wosz concluded. 
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